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‘Pray—Give—Go 
By ‘Annie Johnson Flint 


HREE things the Master hath to do, 
And we who serve him here below 
And long to see his kingdom come 
May pray or give or go. 


He needs them all,—the open hand, 
The ‘willing feet, the asking heart,— 
To work together and to. weave 
The threefold cord that shall not part. 


Nor shall ‘the giver count his gift 

As greater than the worker’s deed, 
Nor he in turn his service boast 

Above the prayers that voice the need. 


Not all can go; not all can give 
To arm the others for the fray ; 

But young or old, or rich or poor, 
Or’strong or weak,—we all can pray. 


Pray that the full hands open wide 
To speed the message on its way ; 
That those who hear the call may go, 
And—pray that other hearts may pray. 








Counterfeits 


A’show of some of the outward signs of a true 
spiritual life can never effectually conceal, or make up 
for, the lack within. The smile intended to be warm 
may not include the eyes, and so will have a reserve 
and a chill about it. The words intended to show 
earnestness of conviction will fall'a little short of that 
on the ear of ‘experience, and will not carry, if 
there is any weakness of insincerity in them. A 
banker recently showed a friend two five-dollar bills, 
and pointed out that the counterfeit in a few of its 


finest lines simply lacked a quality that the good bill 
had. The lines were there, but they were not from 
the Government engraver. When we put ourselves 
wholly into Christ’s hands, we shall not be found 
vainly attempting to show ourselves spiritual, but joy- 
ously eager to disclose him, in self-forgetting, self- 
abolishing zeal. 
x 


Judging the Boy 

It is well not to be too quick in measuring real 
boy by what we see of the material in its raw state. 
The teacher who cannot see the soul of a boy through 
the maze of his puzzling personality needs a course in 
boy life, and a new view-point. A visitor in a very 
live boys’ camp lingered near the tents at bed-time, 
and as he stood in the darkness he heard a steady 
hum going up from the twenty-seven tents all around 
him. Talk? Yes; it was the boy multiplied by 
about two hundred, talking with God. And out of 
the devotions of these youngsters came this clear voice 
in prayer from a near-by tent: ‘And biess the men 
in the trenches’’—then a pause—‘‘and may they 
have good letters from home.’’ As the hum of voices 
slowly died away, that visitor moved away to his quar- 
ters, knowing the boys in the camp as he had not 
known them before. Have you as a teacher found 
that side of your boys? It is there. 


a 
When Alone 


Those of us who must Leora to live alone, after 
years of blessed companionship with those who love 
us, are often bewildered by the vastness of the bleak 
silence that has overtaken us. While we welcome 
the friendliness of others around us, even that some- 
times seems almost unbearable, because of the absence 
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The Sunday-School’s 


HERE.are more than thirty million persons re- 
ported in the enrolment of the Sunday-schools 
of the world. © But if all these persons, and all 

church-members as well, knew what the Sunday- 
school is really for, the enrolment would leap upward 
millions upon millions. 

If the Sunday-school isn’t evangelistic, it isn’t the 
Sunday-school. It may bear the name of the Sunday- 
school, but that does not make it one. The true 
Sunday-school of the Church -of Jesus Christ exists 
solely to make the whole wonderfu! reach and splen- 
dor of the Good News better known, both to those 
within and without. 

A young crockery merchant in New York State who 
rejoiced-in Christ as his Saviour had found that when 
he flung himself in conscious helplessness on his Lord 
and asked to be used for the saving of others, his 
Lord took him at his word. Saving souls became his 
great joy and interest. He wanted to do more sys- 
tematic work in that line, and to know the Bible in a 
more systematic way. The city in which he lived 
numbered one hundred thousand people ; but he 
found that there was not a_ men’s Bible~ class con- 
nected with any Sunday-school there numbering as 
many as ten members. Yet there were sixteen thou- 
sand young men in that city. . 

While his own home church was being decorated, 
the entire Sunday-school just then -meeting as one 


This editorial is taken, by permission, from. a chapter by the 
Editor of the Sunday School Times that appears in the = fth and con- 
cluding volume of the series entitled ‘‘ The Fandamen ’ published 
by the Testimony Publishing Co., 558 South Hope een Los An- 
geles, California.. English-speaking Rolase bepaotaes, evangelists, mis- 
sionaries, atid other Christian workers, lay sion, are entitled 
to a free copy of each volume of “‘ The Pandamentele,” Others may 
purchase volumes at 15 cents’a oopy. 
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of those who were so much to us. It is when we are 
thus launched into what at first seems an emptiness 
blacker than the night, that we perhaps for the first 
time learn what Christ can do in time of need. A 
little girl, busy at twilight within the house, just alter 
dark stepped out of doors with her mother. She had 
seen the daylight fade, but now the heavens were full 
of stars. They had not been visible a half-hour before. 
Gazing up at them, the child cried out in amazement, 
**I don’t see how Jesus could make so many stars in 
such a little while !'’ And that has been the glad 
surprise of many an older child of God, who in the 
darkness of an appalling loneliness has found the 
heavens gleaming with the friendly stars of His loving 
provision, 


x 
Victory Not a Matter of Location 


In the strategy of spiritual warfare against the 
subtle power of Satan, a point of supposed advantage 
in our surroundings is no safeguard against his attack. 
Many a man has sought victory through change of 
location, instead of through.change of nature, and has 
found that inwardly he might be at his worst when his 
surroundings were at their best. Until a man can be 
at his spiritual best in the worst surroundings, he may 
easily be defeated when everything in the field of his 
sense-perception is seemingly favorable. A man who 
has been badly defeated by drink put himself delib- 
erately in the way of good teaching and good com- 
panionship, although never quite giving himself up to 
Christ, And straight from surroundings that were 
inspiring he hastened to a drunken spree. If victory 
is to be ours we know well enough that it must be 
superior to any kind of circumstances, and not de- 
pendent upon them. ‘It is Christ in us,’’ and not 
the things around us, that can make victory sure. 
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True Evangelism 


class in a rear room, this man-hunter noticed some 
young men waiting outside to walk home with their 
girls after school. He invited them to crawl in under 
the rafters of the partially finished church, and with 
him find a place for a Bible class that he then and 
there asked them to form with him. They liked the 
novelty of the idea, and the’class was formed, the 
members sitting on the back of a seat while their 
teacher faced them, standing. Under the scaffolding, 
amid dirt and plaster, he taught his first men’s class, 
praying and telling the lesson story in simple lan- 
guage. 

From that beginning the young crockery merchant 
got more and more interested in bringing together 
young men for organized Bible study in Sunday-school 
classes. In six months his class of. eighteen had 
grown to one hundred and eight. In the next seven- 
teen years, three hundred and fifty-two men were won 
to Christ in that one class. He gave up his crockery 
business to give his whole time to young men’s Sun- 
day-school Bible classes. After he had brought three 
hundred thousand men into the Sunday-school for 
organized effort and systematic Bible study, his ideas 
got large, and he went on until he actually began to 
talk about wanting a million—not dollars, but men. 
It is not as easy to get a million men enrolled in an 
organized Bible class movement as it is to get three 
three. hundred . thousand, even if you have a whole 
continent to work in ; and perhaps some didn’t expect 
to see “‘the man who wants a million,’’ as he liked to 
call himself, succeed during his lifetime in his ex- 
pansive wish. But he got his million ; and now he 
signs his letters; ‘‘ Yours for a million more."’ Mar. 
shall A. Hudson, Founder and President of the World’ s 
Baraca Bible Class Union, has shown what. just one 
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department of the true Sunday-school can be and do 
as a mighty evangelistic agency. His work would not 
stay limited to men, but has reached out to a similar 
work for women, the Philathea movement.1 

The quiet, persistent, undefeatable evangelistic work 
of the Sunday-school is going on all the time, in ways 
not as widely known as is tne blessed work of the 
Baraca and Philathea classes, but none the less effect- 
ive on that account. The writer had once been speak- 
ing at the mid-week meeting of a city church on per- 
sonal soul-winning, and had, among other things, 
urged the duty of being willing to risk mistakes in 
doing this work, rather than make the greatest mis- 
take-of saying nothing for Christ. After the meeting 
a woman came up and told him of her experience. 
She was a Sunday-school teacher with a class of girls, 
and she had longed to lead to Christ one of her class, 
She shrank from having a face-to-face talk upon the 
subject with the girl, but finally determined to make 
the effort, and she went to see the girl at her home, 

She found her in; and although she had ample 
opportunity alone with her to speak of the purpose of 
her call, her courage failed her, and, talking about 
anything and everything but that for which she had 
come, she finally rose and said good-bye without hav- 
ing once mentioned the subject. Starting home in 
discouragement, the teacher had not gone far from 
the house when she wheeled around and went back 
again. She rang the bell once more. The girl came 
to the door herself; and this time the teacher, not 
trusting herself to go inside and sit down again, told 
her young friend as they stood together in the door- 
way why she had called to see her, and in a blunder- 
ing, faltering way said that she wished the girl would 
give herself to Jesus Christ as her Saviour, Then she 
left the house for the second time, and went home, 
but not before the young girl had shown her that she 
was very angry with her teacher for having dared to 
speak so directly on that subject to her. 

At the next communion service of their church the 
teacher was overjoyed to see that young girl among 
those who publicly confessed the Lord Jesus Christ as 
their Saviour. Hurrying over to the girl, at the close 
of the service, the teacher told her how glad she was 
that she had taken this step. And then she said to 
her, ‘‘ Tell me, what was it that finally influenced you 
to do this?’’ 

‘« Why, it was what you said to me that day you 
called,’’ was the reply. 

And a Sunday-school teacher was glad that she had 
dared to ‘* make a mistake’’ for her Lord, 

The all-the-time evangelism of the faithful teacher 
is the surest and most effective. Most effective, that 
is, if accompanied by all-the-time prayer. Prayer- 
meetings of the teachers for the conversion and con- 
secration of the pupils is a secret of the continuously 
evangelistic Sunday-school. 

The workers in the soul-saving Sunday-school know 
that no human being can save a soul’; they know that 
no human being, no matter how faithfully and truly 
he tells the story of salvation and offers the gospel 
invitation, can win another soul to Christ or enable 
that soul to believe on Chris: as Saviour. It is recog- 
nized that this act of acceptance and belief is not the 
result of human teaching or telling or persuading or 
inviting, but is a supernatural work of God. There- 
fore the evangelistic teacher depends chiefly upon 
prayer to succeed in the chief mission of the Sunday- 
school. The teacher recegnizes that prayer is the 
great ‘secret, the great essential of effective evangel- 
ism. The evangelistic teacher prays souls into salva- 
tion before even expecting to be used to that end in 
teaching or personal conversation. 

Not all so-called Sunday-schools are evangelistic. 
‘Not all are being supernaturally used of God in the 
miraculous work of bringing lives into the new birth 
and the new life in Christ Jesus. There are dangers 
that threaten the Sunday-school of to-day probably 
more than in any preceding generation. These dan- 
gers not only threaten; they are disastrously and 
effectively at work in many schools. 

The undermining work of the destructive criticism 
has crept into Sunday-school lesson helps. . Not only 
in so-called ‘‘independent’’ courses of Bible study 
but in helps on the International Lessons, issued by 
regular denominational boards, are found lesson com- 
ments that assume the error and human authorship of 
parts of the Bible instead of inerrant, inspired author- 
ship. It has been a distressing thing to many to note 
this terrible encroachment of the Adversary as he 
uses the very tools of the Church of Christ to lead 
teachers and pupils away from the hope of eternal life. 
"I "Two little books telling of Mr. Hudson’s methods, one on the 
Barcaa work for men, the other on the Philathea work for women, 


may be had from The Sunday School Times Co., 103: Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa , at 50 cents each, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


us with capacity for deep and feeling, and for 
icoding ad nourishing this by the inflow of thy fe and 
the operations of thy “ We pray thee, then, equip 
our meager lives to the with noble and consuming ~ 
passion. Shame us out of dull indifference and cheap 
unconcern. Make us hot for righteousness and human- 
ity in the name of Christ. Set our whole being alight 
and aflame, like Moses’ bush, until we become an in- 
spiration to our fellows, a torch in the dark, a solace to 

and the sad, and a lure to lead the sinful to 











For, as has been well pointed out, the Adversary’s 
first move is to discredit parts of the Bible, then the 
atonement of Jesus Christ, then the deity of Christ. 
And without a Saviour who is God the ‘‘evangelism "’ 
of the Sunday-school is not the Good News. 

If the Sunday-school is really to do its work as an 
evangelizing agent, the Sunday-school must consist of 
workers whose personal lives are radiant with victory. 
The Sunday-school of true evangelism declares with 
convincing power the message of the victorious life. 

Here is an evangel, a Good News, which is all too 
new to many a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ who 
rejoices in the Sunday-school as his field of service. 
But our Lord wants it to be the experienced posses- 
sion of his every follower. 

Evangelism that is limited to the Good News that 
there is freedom from the penalty of our sins is only 
a half-way evangelism. It is a crippled, halting evan- 
gelism. If we would tell ‘‘that sweet story of old,"’ 
let us tell the whole story. 

And the whole story is that our Lord Jesus Christ 
came, not only to pay the. penalty of our sins, but to 
break the power of our sin. He laid aside his glory 
and came from heaven to earth, not only that men 
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might be saved from dying the second death, but also 
that they might live without sinning in this present 
life. Here is Good News indeed ; so good that to 
many it sounds too to be true. But, praise God, 
it is true! When the Holy Spirit says to us, ‘‘Sin 
shall not have dominion over yow: for ye are not 
under law, but under grace,"’ he means it. _When 
Paul declared in the exultant joy of the Spirit, « The 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free 
from the law of sin,’’ he meant it. It was true. And 
the same Spirit of life in Christ Jesus is making men 
free to-day from the law of sin, when they are ready 
to take him at his word. When the beloved Apostle 
wrote, under the direction of the Holy Spirit, «* My 
little children, these things write I unto you ¢hat ye 
may not sin,’’ he meant just that, When our Lord 
Jesus himself said, first, ‘‘ Every one that committeth 
sin is the bondservant of sin’’ ; and then, instead of 
leaving us hopelessly there, went on to say: “If 
therefore the Son shall make you free, ye shall be 
free indeed,’’ he was trying to tell us what his whole 
salvation is. 3 

The victorious life is not a lite made sinless, but it 
is a life kept from sinning. It is not, as has well been 
said, that the sinner is made perfect here in this life, 
but that the sinner even in this life has a perfect 
Saviour. -And that Saviour is more than equal, while 
we are still in this life, to overcoming all the power of 
our sin. 

There are Sunday-school teachers who are rejoicing 
to-day in the privilege of giving their classes the whole 
message of true evangelism. May God mightily in- 
crease the numbers of those who shall bear witness, 
by their victorious lives and by their eager, glad mes- 
sage, to the whole evangelism of the Word : the sav- 
ing and the keeping power of our wonderful Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Then, ‘‘If he shall be mani- 
fested, we may have boldness, and not be ashamed 
before him at his coming.'’ 





Is It Gambling ? 


Will you please give us a word of enlightenment in re- 
gard to a matter that I am sure is a little perplexing to 
some here? A number in this vicinity take the ‘limes, 
and I am sure a word of counsel will be appreciated. 

The merchants of the place have put in together and 
bought a Ford car, and placed it on exhibition in the win- 
dow of one of the stores. With every fifty-cent purchase 
they give a ticket on this car, and on the eighteenth of 
September the duplicates of the tickets they have given out 
will be placed together in a receptacle and stirred up, and 
a little girl blindfolded will draw, and the number of the 
ticket drawn will entitle the holder to the car. I have de- 
stroyed. most of the tickets that I have received, and do 
not intend to claim the machine, as, of course, I cannot 
without any tickets. It seems to me a gamble purely. 
But there are some considerations on the other side. First, 
every man who buys of these merchants helps to pay for 
the car and has some rights in it, for the merchants will 
pay for it out of their profits. Second, the best people of 
the town see nothing wronginit. ‘They get ‘the full worth 
of their money when they buy, and this is a present.”’ 

Am 1 an old mossback? Am I narrow and small? Do 
I need my view broadened ? Or is the world crooked ?— 
A WISCONSIN READER. 


That car will evidently go to some one who has 
paid a part of fifty cents for it; who has done noth- 
ing whatever to earn it; who has simply taken a 
chance on it in the general gamble, and who gets the 
car at the expense of others. It is idle to introduce 
the argument that the buyer of the goods gets the full 
worth of his money. Doubtless he does. And he 
would if there were no car offered. But the car is 
offered as a gambling inducement to stimulate trade, 
to buy now, to get into the game, just as a prize is 


offered in a card-game. to which an entrance fee is 


charged. The game may in itself seem worth the 
entrance fee to the entrants, but the inducement in 
that particular gamble is the prize. There is a res- 
taurant in a large city where each customer is offered 
a numbered slip, and on each day certain confections 
or other prizes are handed out to the holders of the 
winning slips for the day. It is a good restaurant, 
but ‘there are those who never accept one of the 
checks. 

A gambling device like the car scheme often has 
advocates who do not see the principle involved, or 
who look at the thing as ‘a matter of no great moral 
consequence. But the appeal ‘to ‘chance, at others’ 
expense, with no equivalent’ renderéd ‘by the winner, 
has all the necessary éar-marks of gambling for one 
who will examine the principle Closely. 





When One Has No Desire to Pray 


I should like you to offer me a line of thought on the 
following situation : I have a friend who is moral and up- 
right in all his ways, but who sees no reason why one 
should a any dependence upon a supreme 


power or being. is morality, he believes, is a product 
of his parental rearing and his parents a product of evolu- 
tion, and in no wise has any situation caused him to have 
the desire to pray. When he is distressed, friendly con- 
solation or work offers him a panacea. 

If you would publish in an early issue of the Times any 
suggestion of a convincing nature or any literature which 
my friend could read | should greatly appreciate the same, 


A child cannot very well be persuaded to confide 
in his father unless he is convinced that he has a 
father. A man, of course, will not take much inter- 
est in prayer who does not recognize the Father who 
loves him, and has given him life. And until, through 
Christ, he has ceased to be a stranger in the family, 
he cannot very well be thinking about the intima- 
cies of the family life with intelligence or any real 
interest. 

There is no heady debate about acknowledging de- 
pendence upon God, or about praying to God, when 
in Christ we have once come to know who he is, and 
what he is. The friend mentioned in the letter could 
hardly understand any literature on prayer as yet, 
because he is evidently just now self-centered. It 
might be best for the writer of the letter to substitute 
private prayer for his friend for discussion about 
prayer with him, and in life and word let Christ shine 


forth with irresistible winsomeness as a personal, - 


present, liberating, empowering Lord, and thus in the 
Givinely approved way lead that friend to One who, 
when known, will make prayer and conscious depend- 
ence seem to that friend as natural as breathing. It 
may be that he will never have any experience shock- 
ing enough to drive him to God in an hour when the 
self-trust of most men would be broken up, and per- 
haps no pressure of distress may ever do more than 
crowd him back upon himself, while his life-center is 
what it now seems to be. The experiences of life from 
without cannot be trusted to turn a self-centered man 
away from self, or to reveal the Father to him. But 
prayer for him can release within his own soul what 
the hard situations of life might never arouse in any 
way. The Situation in which he will desire to pray is 
when, as a little child, he takes one honest, long look 
up into the face of Christ. 
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“Who Educates Well Must Love” 


; ’ By Frank L. Brown 


joint General Secretary of the World's 
Sunday School Association 





f° many years information has been filtering into 

the United States concerning a most rem le 

work at Buenos Aires,—‘‘ The Argentine © Phi- 
lanthropic Schools and Institutes."’ 

From one and another I had heard of the man who. 
is responsible for this unique work, Mr. William C. * 
Morris, —of his faith, his love for children, his edu- 
cational ideals, and his tremendous energy, and. one 
of the things I looked forward to in Buenos Aires was 
the privilege of meeting him and seeing his work. 

This was not an easy task, for he is a South Amer- 
ican Nehemiah, so busy with his character wall- 
building that he has not time enough to come down 
and talk with folks. But he had a quiet love and re- 
spect for the father,—not now living,— of the Rev. 
George P. Howard, who is the new Sunday-school 
secretary for South America. Howard sought. for me 
the privilege of this visit, andso a morning was given 
to the circuit of the schools. 

A few words first as to the schools and the man. 
The schools are thirteen in number, enrolling over 
5,000 of the poorest children of Buenos Aires. In 
fact, no child is admitted who has sufficient clothing. 
or means to be admitted to the public schools, Two 
sets of shoes and clothing a year are given to these 
children by the school. 

The first school was started eighteen years ago, at 
Boca, in the slum district of the city, by Mr. Morris, 
as a Christian layman whose heart was deeply stirred 
by these children, who represented many races. 
Thirteen nationalities are now in these schools, The 
work was started as a Methodist enterprise, came 
under the care of the Episcopal Church, was there 
broadened out into the ‘Argentine ‘Evangelical 
Schools and Institutes,"’ and five years ago took on 
its new name in order to give greater permanency to 
the work. 

The first school was so successful that calls came 
for other schools of-a similar character; a strong 
board of directors was formed, the government gave 
recognition and a little help to the schools, and Mr. 
Morris has been obliged for some time’ to give his 
entire time to the work. The budget of $11,000 a 
month is covered principally from local givers, who 
deeply appreciate the service rendered by. these 
schools to the community, and by friends abroad. 

The ideal of these schools I may give in Mr. 
Morris’ own words : 


Its educational creed has always been that to educate is 
more than to instruct... A true essential part of its mis- 
sion is the producing and developing of character: the 
ditecting, fashioning, inspiring, and transforming of the 
child, by means of personal example and the influence: of 
the school‘ atmosphere itself, and in this way seeking-to 
lead up to the higher moral and spiritual regions ; and so 
to enrich his sentiments, to beautify his aspizations, ‘to en- 
large his horizons, to awaken his conscience, a1.1 to main- 
tain it alert, tender, and responsive, and 
to make his will resolute and strong. This 
education will enable the child to become 
the best possible for himself, for his home, 
and for his country; for only thus can 
children be prepared for a true life. Thus 
was that Child prepared—that Child whose 
life is our model and our inspiration, ard 





creased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and man.’’ To cause 
that growth to become in some degree 
possible for every child is the greatest 
work to which God, the country, and our 
duty are calling us. 


To get a conception of what this 
ideal means in Argentina one must 
know how utterly the child in South 
America is deprived, by the influence 
of the home and bad literature, of pure 
and noble and character-forming ideals 
and inspiration. But thousands have 
gone out from these schools of Mr. 
Morris’ in these years to become cen- 
ters of better living; communities have 


been transformed and the moral life need. They are simply too poor to -get- anything of the sort without help, and if you mul- 
uplifted. tiply the distribution I the number of the schools, you will toe some idea 

Religious instruction is given in how far-reaching-is the work, and what: it means to furnish two’ sets of shoes and clothing a 
these schools, and Mr. Morris was year to these youngsters. 


gladto. learn of the. new International 


These little fellows in Buenos Aires 
shoes now, because Mr. Morris’ School Number One is giving out to them just what the 


This is.the sixth of Mr. Brown's Kéters written on his 


A-teacher of small chifdren said once to her super- 
intendent, ‘‘ Oh, yes, I like the work among the 
children.”” Then with a grimace, *‘ But I don’t see 
how any one could really love them!’ And her 
lack of vision atthat :point ‘explained her lack of 
- uséfulness at many points. Here is a contrasting 
story of a school work in’ South America which 
may well put a question mark aftet some of our 
school work in more favored lands. 








Graded Lessons i Spanish, which will fit admirably 
into his plans. On Sunday the scholars gather into 
special chiidren’s services in the churches and school- 
rooms, and the reciting of Scripture is one of the 
features of these services. The texts inscribed in one 
of the rooms where these Sunday services are held 
are, ‘*Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light 
unto my path,"’ ‘*Go ye into all the world.”’ 

As in every great work, the leader explains the 
work. And you cannot be a minute in the presence 
of Mr. Morris without catching the contagion of his 
enthusiasm. He is in middle life, mustache streaked 
somewhat with gray, of medium height, thickset, 
moving from one thing to another with restless haste, 
as if he felt the **must'’ of his mission while the day 
lasted. Most of all did you feel that he was saturated 
with a mastering spiritual purpose. 

Mr. Morris was provided with an auto, for this was 
an-essential in his daily rounds of inspection, cover- 
ing a wide area in a city of a million and a half, and 
we were whirled rapidly from one school to another. 

We -paused for a moment on the outside of the 
school opposite the Zoological Gardens. Three mot- 
toes were painted on the walls, to be read by passers-by. 
The central motto read: ‘‘All for God, my country, 
and my duty.’’ The others were: ‘‘ Real forces are 
moral and spiritual forces,’’ and ‘ Let us all be faith- 
ful to duty, and God will be with us.’’ 

The building was a hive, It was a manual school. 
Boys in the middle teens were busy at carpenter 
benches, making furniture for school use and for 
general sale. A motto faced these boys: ‘‘A free 
man is a slave to duty.’’ Beyond this room is a large 
room fitted out with telegraph instruments. Four 
hundred and thirty of the graduates of the telegraph 
department are i Government service. 

And this manual work has greater significance 
when we think that the educational ideal in Latin 
Amerita.is not manual work, but the professions. 
These Morris schools are therefore carving out a new 
educational ideal, and for the poor no finer thing of 
the kind could-be done. 

The next room is filled with brass musical instru- 
ments. Three nights a week the boys meet for prac- 





ere not going to wear ragged clothing or worn-out 


: 
: 


tise. On the wall are the pictures of the great music 
masters and a Psalm of the great Singer of Israel. 

It was the opening day for the schools, following 
their summer vacation, and as we came to the large 
girls’ school a group of mothers, poorly dressed, 
crowded about the gates. Thev had brought their 
girls to this school for larger building than they knew. 
In the school yard were the new children, a multitude 
of them it seemed, and the trained teachers, many of 
whom are university graduates, who were assorting, 
arranging and analyzing ability, but with a smile and 
with a perfect command over these untrained children 
of the poor. In the class-rooms the classes were 
already under way, orderly, with an atmosphere about 
the whole work that was very impressive. The mot- 
toes that spoke out from entrance and interior walls 
told the whole story : 


Who educates well must love. 

Where all else fails, love triumphs. 

Love bears all things. 

The best efforts are inspired by love. 

To see the angel in the child you must love him. 

The educational possibilities of love are infinite. 

The sovereignty of the well-educated woman is in the 
home, and these homes are the future strongholds of this 
nation. 

Every little girl by being good can help beautify the 
country. 


The exhibit of the industrial work of these girls was 
notable,—basket work, kneeling stools, tea cozies. 
When the Prussian Princess was here a few years ago 
she visited these schools. A dozen tea cozies were 
presented her, and a sweet little girl gave her a bunch 
of lilies of the valley,—the flowers a fine suggestion 
of these girls, growing up into purity and beauty out 
of this apparently unattractive soil. 

The boys’ school, of 1,060 membership, was a 
revelation of the perfection of military drill in be- 
havior and march and erect bearing. The flag song 
of the school rang out with an enthusiasm that thrilled 
us. The boys and Mr. Morris were delighted with 
the World’s Sunday-school hand-clasp, which was 
given with a will. Mr. Morris said he should use 
that clasp, —the effect was so beautiful. 

At another girls’ school Mr. Morris had the girls 
march out into the school yard in perfect lines. He 
told the girls the prayer of the nun who lived in the 
middle ages ; ‘*O Master, help me every day to be 
more beautiful—within.'’ 

There is a building for the weekly teachers’ insti- 
tute. Here are the models for the teachers’ use, a 
museum for scholars, a rest room for tired teachers ; 
and here that splendid teaching force is welded for 
service. In one of the rooms is this suggestive motto: 
‘*The child of to-day is the nation of to-morrow in 
miniature,”’ 

And thus the mind, the hand, the heart, and the will 
of these five thousand boys and girls 
are being trained in this character fac- 
tory. The largest element in it all is 
the cheery. voice, the buoyant step, 
the radiant face and the loving heart 
of the man who.has invested his life 
in these waifs of Buenos Aires. As 
you look into the bright faces you feel 
that they are jewels indeed for the 
King of kings, and that this work of 
formation is the most valuable thing 
in Argentina,—worthy of the sup- 
port of sympathetic souls the world 
over. 

The secret of it came out at the close 
of that busy morning, as we bade Mr, 
Morris good-by. We had been talking 
at the last of our resources in the work- 
ing Christ, who knew us so com- 
pletely, and of the big dividends that 
he pays on our poor investment. --He 
looked at Howard and myself and said : 
**1 somehow feel that a bit of ourselves 
lives on in every boy and girl we touch, 
that they are continuing our life long 
after we are gone. If we would help, 
virtue must go out of us even as it went 
out of the Master.’’ 

Brook yn, N. Y. 








What a Bible Institute Did for Them 
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HEN Bible Institutes were first proposed and 
planned in different cities of our land many 
good people were doubtful as to whether they 

were really needed, and whether the results would pay 
for the expenditure of time, labor, and money. More 
than a quarter of a century has now elapsed since 
some of these institutes began operations, and now we 
can tell by the definite results in the lives of men and 
women who have attended them, and in the results of 
their work since they have gone out, whether those 
who founded these schools were led of God. 

I have known intimately thousands of those who 
have attended some of these institutes, both during 
their school-days and in their after lives and work. A 
great company of them is passing before my mind as 
I write, and it is difficult to decide whom to mention, 
Let me begin with the first graduate of one Bible 
institute, 


E WAS a foreigner, had had a yery limited edu- 
cation, but had a bright mind. Mr. Moody 
was preaching in the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 

Church in New York and saw this young fellow listen- 
ing very intently to him. When he stepped down from 
the pulpit he asked him who he was. He had been 
converted a short time before in Colonel Hadley's 
mission. Plans he had none. 

‘Go out to Mr. Torrey at the Bible Institute in 
Chicago,'’ Mr. Moody said, ‘‘and he will train you 
for Christian work.’’ The young fellow jumped at 
the chance. Mr. Moody paid the fare out. 

He arrived almost or quite without money, but he 
could play a cornet well, and had no difficulty in 
making his way. He pegged away hard at his studies 
by day, and played the cornet in the Pacific Garden 
Mission at night. 

The lessons in Personal Work fascinated him, made 
his own experience more real and deep, and filled him 
with a passion to save others, ‘ The work in Bible 
Doctrine made him think, gave him new views of God 
and ‘his Son Jesus Christ, and of thé Holy Spirit and 
what He could do for him and others. The work in 
Homiletics improved his English, made him logical, 
gave him skill as a writer and public speaker. 

All the work made him intellectually hungry along 
all lines. So upon graduation he applied for and 
obtained an opening in a Lutheran College and Theo- 
logical Seminary, helping the leading professor in his 
church work by preaching and in other ways. There 
too he made a fine record, not only in his studies, but 
in constant and effective soul-winning work. He took 
a small pastorate upon graduation, and soon after that 
was Called to a very important pastorate in Chicago. 

All the time he continued studying and took a 
Ph. D. At an early age he received also an honorary 
D.D. from a reputable college. 

‘In time this young foreigner became the director of 
the Biblical Department of the largest Bible institute 
in the world, where he has molded the lives of thou- 
sands of young men and women. 


YOUNG woman in New York, with unusual busi- 
ness gifts, buyer for a New York store, but ab- 
solutely without religious life or training, was 

led to Christ by a Y. W. C. A. secretary. She had 
been nominally a Roman Catholic, but only attended 
the Catholic Church at rare intervals, and then solely 
because she enjoyed the music. 

The Y. W. © A. secretary had been a student at a 
Bible Institue. Within two weeks of the conversion 
of the New York buyer she bundled her off for the 
Bible Institute. As she put her in the cab to take 
her to the station she puta Bible in her hands, the 
first Bible the young woman had ever owned, and of 
whose contents she was utterly ignorant. She read 
the. book some on the way out. 

Her course at the institute was short,—only six 
weeks. But the lectures on Personal Work gripped 
her .as nothing had ever gripped her. Soul-winning 
became a perfect passion. On leaving the Institute 
she secured a book on Personal Work embodying 
what she had heard in the class-room and more. She 
devoured it, made it part of her very life. She at 
“once entered upon Y. W. C. A. work, She developed 
such very unusual gifts that she was sent out into 
traveling work, working very largely in schools and 
colleges. Multitudes of young women, teachers as 
well as students, through her were led, some to an 








acceptance of Christ as a personal Saviour, others into 
a life of full surrender. Later she entered upon settle- 
ment work in different cities, this settlement work, 
evén when among Jews, being openly and pro- 
nouncedly evangelical and evangelistic. 


YOUNG woman, a court stenographer, who was 
an expert card player and thoroughgoing world- 
ling, was converted. Her home surroundings 

were thoroughly irreligious, but a relative induced her 
to go to a Bible institute. The surroundings and the 
life, the atmosphere and the ideals, were very strange 
to her. But she had a keen mind, and the thorough- 
going methods of Bible investigation and study ap- 
pealed to her. 

Her interest at first was largely intellectual, and the 
intense spirituality of the place, in so far as she did 
not rebel against it, was amusing to her. But little 
by little the truth she was getting in the class-room 
was seeping into her heart. She was naturally of an 
intense nature, and after a while she became as intense 
in Bible study and in soul-winning as she had been 
as an expert stenographer and a whole-hearted devo- 
tee of worldly amusement. The Bible summary and the 
synthetic method of study especially appealed to her. 
An urgent call from an evangelist for a woman to 
conduct Bible classes in connection with his work 
was laid before her and accepted. From the begin- 
ning her work was remarkably successful, 

Soon a call came from England to take up similar 
work over there. Here the same or greater success 
attended her work. 

Now for years she has been going from city to city 
in America, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, organ- 
izing Bible classes for Bible summary study. In 
individual cities there are thousands in those classes, 
In many ‘places card clubs, dancing clubs, poker 
clubs -have been transformed into classes for Bible 
study and soul-winning. 

Not satisfied with doing this work herself, she has 
induced many other Bible institute graduates to under- 
take a similar work, until now every leading evangel- 
ist takes a woman along to do this sort of work, which 
began with this woman. 


YOUNG man of studious temperament, but who 
had never had many educational advantages, 
was working in a New England mill. He heard 

of a Bible instituté, and a longing came into his heart 
to attend it. 

He was a very quiet, retiring young man, but he 
applied himself to his studies with such conscientious- 
ness and untiring industry, and his recitations were 
of such an exceptional character, that he soon at- 
tracted the attention of his teachers. The thorough 
analytical study of the Bible, book by book, appealed 
to him more than any other method. Upon complet- 
ing the course he undertook evangelistic and Bible- 
teaching work in a Western state. His success was so 
great that when the head of a prominent Massachu- 
setts school asked some one to recommend a teacher 
of the English Bible for the school he at once recom- 
mended this former mill-hand for the position. While 
he taught he studied, so that he became a ripe scholar 
though he had never taken a college degree, or even 
graduated from a high school. He was soon teach- 
ing in two very well-known schools. 

A Congregational church that had enjoyed the min- 
istry of one of the most widely-known ministers in 
America needed a successor for this gifted man. This 
young man was unanimously chosen for the place, 
continuing his work to a certain extent in the schools, 
The church prospered along all lines of activity as it 
had never prospered under any other pastor. 


YOUNG Englishman of great vitality and phys- 
ical energy, and good intellectual gifts, but un- 
trained and raw and crude, arrived in New York 

from Liverpool, where he had never had a chance. 
Whether he had ever heard of a Bible institute before 
leaving England I do not know, but he soon turned 
up there. He was a great trial to the head of the in- 
stitute. If there was any mischief abroad he was in 
it, not because of any badness, but because of super- 
abounding animal spirits. 

But the much-tried teacher saw that there was good 
stuff in this raw recruit and, though he soon dressed 
him down somewhat unmercifully before the class, he 
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also took occasion to cheer him on. He did well in 
all studies and soon developed unusual gifts both as 
a singer and as a preacher, He was in great demand. 

He entered a leading.Presbyterian theological semi- 
nary, where he also made his mark. Before entering 
the seminary he had organized a church in a large 
suburb of Chicago. This church grew by leaps and 
bounds, until in two or three years it was the largest or 
second largest church of that denomination in 
Chicago. 

He then received and accepted a call to the largest 
church of that denomination west of Pittsburgh. 
Having done very efficient service there he entered 
evangelistic work, Here he again had phenomenal 
success, 


« But his denomination demanded his services for a 


new work in one of the largest churches of the Pacific 
coast. Here he has not only succeeded in building 
up a strong church, but is the recognized leader of 
the whole city along aggressive evangelistic lines. 


IME would fail to tell o: men who come to the 
various Bible institutes from the slums and from 
all grades of society and literary culture or lack 

of culture, women from college and women from un- 
mentionable experiences in the past, women of deep 
spirituality, and women who hardly knew there was 
such a thing as vital,union with God and his Son Jesus 
Christ by the power of the Spirit of Life, —who come 
to know their Bibles and Jesus Christ, the Incarnate 
Word, intellectually and experimentally, as they had 
never known them before; and who have gone out by 
the hundreds and thousands to live and die for Christ 
in China, Africa, and other mission fields; to preach 
and sing the Word as pastors, evangelists, pastors’ 
helpers, Y. M. C. A.-and Y. W. C. A. secretaries, 
and in numberless forms of institutional and church 
work; to be fathers and mothers, intelligently and 
efficiently bringing up their own children to know and 
serve Jesus Christ, and always to have a passion for 
the salvation of the lost and skill in personal dealing 
with men, 

The reason why the graduates of Bible Institutes 
are always in such demand as pastors, evangelists, 
secretaries of religious organizations, foreign mission- 
aries, is ‘because they have the practical faculty of 
bringing” things’ t6 pass, and’ because they know how 
to use the one God-honored instrument, the Bible, to 
produce definite, large and beneficent results in the 
hearts, characters and lives of men, women and chil- 
dren in all lands, 

Los ANGELES, CAL, 





The International Training School 
for Sunday School Leaders 


Conference Point, Lake Geneva, Wiseoasin 
By W. C. Pearce, Dean of the School 











NDER the supervision of the International, State, 


and Provincial ‘Sunday-school Associations 

there are held annually thousands of conven- 
tions, and hundreds of institutes, schools of principles 
and methods, special rallies and conferences. Hun- 
dreds of graded unions and community training 
schools of religious education are conducted regularly 
throughout the year. It will readily be seen that such 
a movement demands consecrated and skilled leader- 
ship. A net increase of 4,500,000 to the Sunday- 
school membership during the past nine years; the 
introduction of graded instruction ; the rapid devel- 


opment of the organized class work in the Adult and | 


Secondary divisions; the movement to give high- 
school credit for work done in the Sunday-school ; 
and the general demand for adequate religious in- 
struction to the present generation, have accentuated 
the fact that the organized Sunday-school work must 
have trained leaders. The school at Conference Point, 
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, was established by the In- 
ternational Sunday School Association for the purpose 
of meeting this need. 

*¢A Modern School of the Prophets,’’ is a name 
given to the school by Mr. E, K. Warren. When Mr. 
Warren visited the school in 1914,he found 221 stu- 
dents, representing thirty-four States, six Provinces, 
Egypt, Japan, and South America. Practically every 
student held some official position in Sunday-school 
work, and all were there to learn how to become 
** approved workmen,’’ and thus prove faithful to the 
Master’ s commission. 

The curriculum has been a growth. It has not been 
manufactured. It has grown out of the needs felt by 


_ those who are on the field. A four-year course is 

































‘ istration, Sunday-school architecture, the or- 


LESSON FOR AUG. 22 (2 Chron. 15 : 1-15) 


offered covering general subjects, among which may 
be mentioned Educational Psychology, Pedagogy, 
Sunday-school History, Graded Organization and In- 
struction, Association Organization and Methods, a 
Comparative Study of State and Provincial Work, and 
the Rural and City problems. A four-year course 
in Bible study is also offered. There are also pro- 
vided four-year courses in specialization in Ele- 
mentary, Secondary, Adult, General Secretaries’, and 
Educational sections. The specialization 

courses provide a study of temperance, mis- 
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property, provide adequate buildings and equipment, 
and create a partial endowment fund. By the kind- 
ness of a Christian business man, a Secondary Division 
building, or Older Boys’ and Girls’ club-house, has 
already been erected. A memorial auditorium is 
being planned, and a memorial building dedicated to 
educational work in honor of Dr. Hamill. Buildings 
are also to be erected for the Elementary and Adult 
Divisions. 
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in two great divisions, or volumes, the Old and New 
Testaments. My own studies had shown me that the 
Old Testament is the Divine Introduction tothe New, 
and that the New is impossible of intelligent compre- 
hension without a knowledge of the Old. 

But, just as obviously, there are great themes in 
Scripture. These themes have taken unto themselves 
great words,—atonement, sin, sanctification, salva- 
tion, justification, faith, righteousness, redemption, 
reconciliation, propitiation, kingdom, church, 
and others of like centrality of meaning, so 





sions, and evangelism, graded to suit the vari- 
ous divisions and departments. Also child 
nature, story-telling, principles and practise in 
program-building, hand-work, principles of 
teen-age work, social service, Home Depart- 
ment, home visitation, office and field admin- 


ganized classes, inter-church older boys’ and 
older girls’ councils, men’s and women’s Bible 
class federations, community training schools 
of religious education, teacher-training,. and 
every subject with which a Sunday-school 
leader should be familiar. 

We are too near the birth of the school to 
narrate a multitude of achievements. The 
largest dividends from a school for leadership 
are not received immediately. The work 
from many parts of the field gives evidence 
that the school is making good. A pastor 
writes ; ‘* Those ten days at Conference Point 
have meant more to me than any other like 
period of my life."’ An Association leader 
received such help that he writes : ‘‘It is one 
of the most spiritual and educational forces 
that has ever touched my life, and I thank God 
for the privilege of attending the first two ses- 
sions. Its influence radiates to every part of our 
country."" A State leader says: ‘*The Training 
School has been the high-water mark in my experi- 
ence of seventeen years in active Christian service, 
in regard to its high spiritual tone and efficiency of 
work."’ 

By vote of the International Executive Committee, 
a special corporation was formed under the laws of 
Wisconsin to hold the property in trust for training- 
school purposes. A movement is also on foot to 
secure a fund of $100,000 to finish paying for the 


on a hill ov. 


rooms in memory of Sunday-school 





The Memssial Antieciom Tolling fo to be in the cuter of the geiunds 


ing the conference camp. 
a total seating capacity of more than eleven h 


Everything possible is being done to train leaders 
adequately for the work of-religious education. Imme- 
diately following the Training School, the Older Boys’ 
Camp Conference convenes, lasting two weeks. Then 
the Older Girls’ Camp Conference convenes for two 
weeks. It would be impossible to measure the far- 
reaching results of this center of conference, instruc- 
tion, and prayer upon the Sunday-school life of the 
world in all the years to come. 

Cuicaco. 





Bible Teaching by Correspondence 


The Testimony of Experience 





By the Rev. C. 





I. Scofield, D.D. 








T IS now some thirty-one years since my thought 
was attracted to the subject of Bible teaching by 
correspondence, through an address by the late 

President Harper of Chicago University. The address 
did not mention the Bible as a book to be studied by 
that method, but was rather a report upon the method, 
out of the experience of that great university in its use. 

Dr. Harper gave the method his emphatic endorse- 
ment. As all know, the range of studies taught by 
that university through correspondence has vastly 
increased during the more than thirty years which 
have intervened ; and the method has now become 
an established and approved means of imparting in- 
struction. 

I was then, as I have been through all the inter- 
vening years, an enthusiastic student of the Scriptures. 
Recently converted, and having come over from the 
law into my first pastorate, I felt sure that whatever 
measure of usefulness I might achieve would be due 
in the first instance to a spiritual comprehension of the 
Bible. As the larger outlines of the Book of God 
began to open to me, so that I was able to discrim- 
inate the Dispensations and to perceive a majestic 
synthesis and an order of development in the divine 
revelation, I felt compelled to a teaching rather than 
a hortatory ministry, and I determined to make full 
proof of the correspondence method. 

The ultimate result was the system of Bible study 
by correspondence known by my name. _I say ‘‘ulti- 
mate result’ advisedly, for the tentative studies put 
forth in the beginning, though based, as ripe experi- 
ence proved, upon the true plan, were found to require 
much modification in the interests of greater clearness, 
and closer analysis. 

My most earnest desire was to help young minis- 
ters. Coming among ministers in mature years and 


from another profession, I was astonished to find so 
much real ignorance of the Scriptures. In my ignor- 
ance of the subjects of study common to the great 
schools of theology I had assumed that, whatever col- 
lateral and related disciplines there might be, the one 
supreme subject would be the Bible. I knew that 
whatever light we have upon all the great problems 
of life and of human destiny, whatever disclosures of 
the mind of God had been made, must be drawn from 
Holy Writ, and it was with a kind of stupefaction that 
I came to know that in by far the greater number of 
the schools of divinity the Bible as a whole was not 
even a text-book ! My conviction has grown with the 
years that the Bible as a whole should be the central 
subject of study in those institutions. 

I had also in mind the Christian worker, —meaning 
a Christian giving some share of time to definite work 
for Christ. I had an abiding conviction, which expe- 
rience has confirmed and deepened, that the Bible is 
in no sense the book of a caste, clerical or otherwise; 
but, on the contrary, that it is of all books the book 
of the people, —the people of God. 

With these objects in view I began to ask myself 
what the system of study should be. The method 
was, of course, settled. Since I wished to reach those 
far beyond the sound of my voice, while yet guiding 
their studies and giving them personal help, there 
could be no other method than that by correspond- 
ence. Considering, then, what arrangement or sys- 
tem would be most sure to end in a competent knowl- 
edge of the whole Bible, it occurred to me that if I 
taught the Bible according to the way it was made, 
following the law of its structure, I should be working 
along safe and simple lines. 

This settled, the second most obvious fact about 
the structure of the Bible was that it was given to us 
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that Bengel could say, ‘‘ Whoever understands 
twenty great words of Scripture -understands 
the Bible."’ 

For these words are used by the Holy Spirit 
in the Book of God with such discrimination 
and severe accuracy that they are, in the strict- 
est scientific sense, technical, —words, that is, 
having uniformity of meaning. 

So I saw that if one volume of lesson out- 
lines and examinations must be given to the 
Old Testament, and another to the New Tes- 
tament, the instruction would still be most 
incomplete if a third volume to teach the 
synthesis of revealed truth were not added. 

And in this way I became a teacher of the 
Bible by the correspondence method. The 
students were given unlimited right to ask 
questions, and to call for additional explana- 
tions. As the number of students rose steadily 
till some eight thousand were under instruc- 
tion, in every part of the world, the labor 
became prodigious, At last advancing years 
and pressing demands for a speaking minis- 
try at home and abroad convinced me that if 
the work were to go on in full vigor it must 
be put into other hands, and after nearly thirty 
years of teaching the Bible by correspondence 
I put it all into the strong and efficient care of the 
Moody Bible Institute. 

I have thought that so much of self-speaking might 
be allowed a veteran in this method of instruction, 
and might not unfitly give me ground for some very 
positive convictions. 

First, then, Iam convinced that the Correspond- 
ence Method of Bible study is not merely a fairly 
good substitute for oral instruction in the Scriptures, 
but is enormously better than any oral teaching can 
possibly be. The student has had but one text-book, 
the Holy Scriptures themselves. No one will under- 
stand me to undervalue oral teaching of the Bible. It 
has certain evident advantages. But no student can 
possibly give to the Bible, its form content and spirit- 
ual message, as close a study in oral class work as he 
mus, give under the correspondence method if he is 
to successfully pass the examinations, 

Secondly. ‘The Bible proves under the test of such 
experience to be in a wonderful way suited to the 
method. 

I remember as I write one incident of the work the 
memory of which always gives me especial joy. 

I received one day a letter from Syria. The writer 
was a graduate of a mission college in that land. In- 
tending to give his life to gospel work he passed from 
the college into a theological school. Here he was 
taught that it is no longer intelligent to think of the 
Bible as authoritative ; that the modern scientific 
method, applied to the Scriptures, had eliminated 
miracle, including the virgin birtn of Christ and, in 
short, the other teachings now so familiar. My cor- 
respondent, with three comrades, had definitely 
abandoned the purpose of becoming ministers. At 
this juncture a traveler in that land from England 
had called the attention of the group to the biblical 
studies which I was putting forth. These were gladly 
supplied to them. Their correspondence showed me 
that they were rarely gifted and earnest young men. 
As students they were a great trial, for there seemed 
to be nothing which they did not want to know. But 
their examinations were brilliant, and their letters 
made it clear that the spiritual content of the Word 
was becoming plain to them. Long before they had 
finished the Course they were preaching in the lonely 
villages far away in the mountains of that ancient 
land, and with wonderful results. One of the three 
has passed on to the presence of the King ; the others 
are still seeking the lost. 

Time and space fail me for the giving of even a se- 
lection from the incidents of blessing and increased 
power among the more than two thousand ministers 
who took the study with me. Perhaps the most com- 
mon testimony as the study progressed was of in- 
creased facility and joy in preaching. For no man 
will ever live long enough to preach half of the vital, 
gripping sermons in the Bible. 

Douc.aston, L. L 
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HE sub-stratum of the great educational enter- 
prise of the church in foreign fields is the 30, 185 
village or city day-schools, in which 1,290, 357 

boys and girls receive their first lessons in the alpha- 
bet of learning, right living, and civilization of the 
Christian order. Here the Bible is taught as the cor- 
ner-stone of religion, science, and life. Sample speci- 
mens of work in various fields that are briefly described 
in the paragraphs that follow are representative of the 
higher educational work of missions, 


A Galilean Training ‘Colony 

An institution very near the aim of Jesus, and near 
his earthly home, too, is the recently initiated school 
at Kefr Yasif, about twenty-five miles northwest of 
Nazareth. The desire of the Church Missionary So- 
ciety in establishing this Colony was to mect the needs 
of the Holy Land’s country districts lying off the 
tourist's track, ; 

The Colony plans to offer to the highest pupils of 
day-schools a three years’ course of training to fit 
them as teachers for the villages. As in Jesus’ day, 
fishers of men are needed for Palestine. Hence the 
training required is personal and intensive, ‘religious 
and social, rather than literary in its character. The 
principal effort will be directed toward turning out 
men whose one ambition will be to witness to the love 
and adequacy of God. 

The plan is to have the missionary associate with 
himself ten or twelve students who will live with him 
and share his life. Under his superintendence they 
will learn to teach in the village school. They will 
travel with him as he visits the villages and Bedouin 
encampments ; and from his example and advice they 
will learn how best and most wisely to present the 
gospel. They will also learn from him the commonly 
accepted traditions of Islam and its history, and also 
the main points in the history and teachings of the 
various Oriental churches of Palestine and Syria. How 
like the peripatetic instruction of Jesus! Unfortu- 
nately the war came when the school had barely 
started, and it is now at a standstill. 


Lovedale’s Scheme 

On our magic carpet speed away to South Africa, 
where primitive man is not greatly beyond what he 
was thousands of years ago, if you see him in the 
wildness of the £avoo or of the high fe/d. From all 
over the sub-continent black youths and maidens have 
been attracted by great personalities and a most help- 
ful system of literary and practical education. Love- 
dale is the child of James Stewart, whose lofty stone 
monument towers nearly a hundred feet above the 
summit of a bare £opye overlooking the valley where 
a great cluster of noble buildings includes the home 
and the manifold workshops.and class-rooms of this 
Greatheart's genius. On the great flat stone above 
his remains is a long inscription in Zulu, in which the 
glories of their Somgxada—-Long-strider or Father of 
strides—were truly set forth, 

What do they teach at Lovedale? What do they 
not teach? Revolving around the wheclwright’s shop 
—wheels are the wonder of primitive negroes—is a 
maze of other buildings where Africans are trained to 
be captains of industry for their dusky fellows. In 
the schoolrooms young men and maidens are taught 
the Bible and such courses as our own youth study up 
to Junior year in college, with some higher courses. 
The Kaffirs called Stewart Um/fundisi Wohlobo Loku- 
gaia, meaning a missionary of the most princely order. 
From such a man and his canny Scot colleagues, they 
have learned what a Christian character may mean. 


The School at Salvation 

Mukti, West India, where a converted Brahman 
widow, sits enthroned over a joyous company of girls 
and women who as child widows, teraple girls devoted 
to a life of holy prostitution, and outcast famine waifs 
ave deemed the offscouring of the body politic. —means 
salvation, as nearly as release from the awful round 
of 8, 400,000 rebirths allotted to every person by Hin- 
@uism can suggest it. 

Pundita Ramabai's religious history and her gradual 
conversion from Brahmanism to an extreme form of 
evangelical Christianity cannot be told, but it accounts 





* These figwres are from the World Atlas of Christian Missions, 1911. 





for the miracles seen in this Christian school with its 
fifteen hundred happy inmates who are preparing for 
self-supporting, useful lives. Its center is the prayer 
tower, a room in which, when we visited it in 1908, a 
group of devout worshipers had been interceding in 
relays for Mukti, for India, for all mission fields, and 
for Christian lands also, every hour of the day and 
night since 1905, when the baptism of intercession 
was given them. 

On the literary side the curriculum is that required 
by the British government, but it also has shops in 








Other Christian Light and Power Houses 


For Japan’s Womankind.—Comparatively few of the 
students of the Kobe College for Women are Christians at 
the outset, but after the thorough course of Bible study, 
more than nine-tenths of the graduates are reported Chris- 
tians. Scholastically and from the Christian view-point it 
is probably the best woman’s college in Japan. 


A Great Evangelical Influence.—Mackenzie College, 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, is co-educational, and is commonly re- 
garded as the best mission college in South America, 
Seven nationalities were represented by numbers ranging 
from 18 to 479, while §1 other nationalities had smaller 
numbers enrolled, The evangelical influence greatly helps 
missions, 

A Stronghold in Burma.—The largest Baptist mission- 
ary college in Burma, Rangoon Baptist College, had an 
enrolment in 1914 of 1,554, of whom only 68 were in the 
college department. Because of the strong Burmese en- 
rolment the religious life is not what it would be were 
Karens more numerous; yet: it is the strongest missionary 
institution in Burma, and has been greatly useful to mis- 
sions, 


A School of Breadth and Efficiency.—The student 
body of the Syrian Protestant College, Beyrut, Syria, of 
nearly a thousand, is divided among schools of medicine, 
pharmacy, dentistry, nurses training, commerce, arts, and 
sciences,—with 236 enrolled, and the preparatory depart- 
ment having 425 pupils. It has done more for medicine 
than any missionary institution of the Levant. 


A School for China’s Leaders.—St. John’s University, 
Shanghai, is usually regarded as the strongest. institution in 
China, either government or missionary. Its graduates 
are largely found in China’s public and educational life, 
while its students are sent to America in large nnmbers to 
prepare themselves for future usefulness at home. Its 
enrolment is nearly 500. Relatively few of these enter the 
ministry, but their usefulness to China and the Church is 
great. The strongest missionary institution of the Ameri- 
can Episcopal Church, 


A Moulder of Men and Nation.—The great founder 
of Robert College, Constantinople, Turkey, Cyrus Hamlin, 
rather than the wealthy man whose name it bears, set his 
stamp on men, so that Bulgaria came into being through 
its ministry, which Dr. Hamlin intended should mould 
nations. Its 500 students of half a dozen ordinarily hostile 
races, through the Christian spirit which prevails, come to 
see eye to eye, arid many are led into the Christian life and 
out into Christian usefulness, Its endowment is greater 
than that of any mission college, and its site, overlooking 
the Bosphorus, is almost unsurpassed. 


How Many in Missionary Schools ?—Unfortunately 
no fuller statistics as to missionary education are available 
than one finds in the World Atlas of Christian Missions, 
1911, though most of the data were for the close of 1908. 
Here is a summary of important facts: Universities and 
colleges, 86, with 8,628 students; theological and normal 
schools and training classes, 522, with 12,761 students; 
boarding and high schools, 1,714, with 166,447 pupils ; 
industrial training institutions and classes, 292, with 16,292 
students; elementary and village schools, 30,185, with 
1,290,357 pupils; kindergartens, 115, with 5,597 pupils— 
a grand total of 32,914 schools of all sorts, having an enrol- 
ment of 1,500,082 pupils and students, 


India’s ‘*‘ Rose Garden,” the Isabella Thoburn Col- 
leges, Lucknow, better known locally as Lal Bagh, Rose 
Garden, is the best woman’s missionary institution of the 
Methodist Church. From teaching tiny kindergarten ‘‘ rose- 
buds ’’ to full-blown B.A.’s, the institution does admirable 
work. Nearly all the 250 students are Christians; and as 
the college and normal graduates scatter all over India, they 
carry with them the ideals of passionate sacrifice for others 
which characterized the founder and Miss Thoburn’s associ- 
ate, Lilivati Singh. The latter at her principal’s death wrote 
what many:another graduate felt: ‘‘The cry of my heart 
is, Make me a little like her, that people when they see 
= may say, ‘The spirit of Miss Thoburn doth rest upon 
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which useful trades are taught the girls. It likewise 
gives the older students all that is requisite for the 
efficient Bible woman and Christian teacher. They 
are even expected to read the Old Testament in He- 
brew and the New in Greek, a most rare requirement 
in missionary theological seminaries for men. 


A School Founded in Love 


When Mrs. Bridgman, widow of America’s pioneer. 
missionary to China, established in Peking a little 
girls’ school she laid the foundations in a love so inti- 
mate and attractive that she was - never. forgotten. 
And when after long decades of patient work her 
successors had brought the school through the acad- 
emy stage to its present status of a woman's college, 
with an academy, Bible woman's. training school and 
kindergarten as its proper. satellites, the old love- 
spirit was still regnant. If it had a Chinese seal, it 
might well contain the three characters, Chih, Hsin. 
Ai,—Knowledge, Faith, Love, for these have been its 
great objectives all these years. _._. . 1 s 

Located in the heart of the Tatar city and intended 
alike for-the young womanhood of Manchu and Chi- 
nese, Presbyterian, Congregationalist, and holders of 
all of our Christian isms, it is the foremost institu- 
tion for the education of women in all China, It is 
not merely the modern teaching which it imparts, nor 
even the careful and continuous Christian. training 
and Bible study of its admirable curriculum ; it is 
rather the imperially Christian purpose which its 
faculty, is carrying out that makes it a great factor in 
Church and home. Here and in the church. just in 
front the women of Peking’s higher classes,-including 
many princesses: and ladies in the. highest private 
circles; have ‘had’ their eyes opened: .to the great-outer’ 
world of life and womanly activity, Mrs. Chang} 
editor of the only woman's daily for some years, found 
here her inspiration and kindly advisers; and women 
of this Faculty have been privileged to act as inter- 
preters for Legation ladies as they visited the late 
Empress Dowager. Dr. Miner, the accomplished 
president, has thus become well known to all the 
leading ladies of the capital with three or four ex- 
ceptions. 


Kiyoto’s Doshisha 

This is the oldest ana still the most eminent of 
Japan’s Christian colleges, or institutions of what we 
might call university grade. It is the monument to 
the faith, zeal, devotion, and scholarship of a young 
two-sworded Samurai who was willing to risk death in 
his endeavors to find in Christian America the intel- 
lectual, religious, and civilizing factors which his 
patriotic soul believed could alone make Japan a 
powerful empire. Had the reader been privileged, 
as was the writer, to be present at the most impressive 
funeral he has ever witnessed and seen a procession 
nearly two miles long follow the plain pine box, cov- 
ered with cheese-cloth, which contained the body of 
Joseph Neesima up the steep heights of Hieisan, 
despite the drenching rain, he would realize that the 
man and his university had won the plaudits and in- 
fluenced the life of the Sunrise Kingdom as have few 
persons, —perhaps no other Christian, 

Doshisha University stands diagonally opposite ‘the 
old Mikado’s palace, whose northwestern corner is 
framed as a trap for the hostile spirits which might 
come down from the north to sap the life of the em- 
peror or harm his kingdom, That university has 
been the light of the palace and the life of the Church. 
Here were educated theologically the famous Kuma- 
moto Band, whose heroism and later Christian deeds 
and thoughts have done so much to shape the empire's 
spiritual destinies. Here have studied leading edi- 
tors, authors, professional men, preachers, business 
men, legislators, while among its thousand under- 
graduates are Japan's future leaders in Church and 
State. With such a statesman as the Hon. K. Kata- 
oka, who was its principal at the time of. his death, 
and whose career as Speaker of the Lower House was 
so markedly Christian, and other eminent lawgivers 
on its roll, the dynamic power of Doshisha.is mani- 
fest. About a fifth of its students have been in. the 
girls’ department, and hence the home has been 
leavened by its gracious and elevating influences. 

Yare UNIvERsITY.. 























LESSON FOR AUG. 22 (2 Chron. 1s : 1-15) 














The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
Getting Started in Class 
ID you ever bring a handful of steel filings near 
amagnet? (It will make an effective object- 
lesson if the teacher brings into class a small 
magnet and some steel filings, and shews the follow- 
ing.) Set the magnet on a table and some of the fil- 
ings at quite a distance from it. Then push the fil- 
ings slowly towardthe magnet. You know what will 
happen. hen they get near enough they wil finally 
leap forward, apparently of their own accord, and 
cling firmly to the magnet. 

You made the filings seek the magnet, and all the 
time the magnet was souking. the filings. And when 
they came near enough together, the magnet, rough 
its mysterious power, leaped forward and drew the 
filings close to itself, and its magnetic power passed 
into the filings and magnetized them. e have ales- 
son to-day in filings and magnet, though the Bible 
dves not call it that. 


Our Background*Material 

Get the class to consider certain outstanding char- 
acters in Bible history who did God's will, and have 
them note the results. Such, for example, as Adam 
and Eve before théy had sinned, while they were do- 
ing God's will: the marvelous life and surroundings 
that continued to be theirs while they did God's will 
Enoch, doing God's will, did not even taste of death. 
Noak and his family were saved when the whole world 
was lost. Abraham was given an entire country and 
riches and possessions. Toosph became prime minis- 
ter ofanempire. Get the class from memory to name 
other persons in the Bible, and the results in their 
lives. Remind them that these are only a few illus- 
trations out of the great sweep of history that show 
the same unfailing truth,. ‘The Bible is one book from 
beginning to end, written by one Author, the Holy 
Spirit, and he never contradicts himself. 


The Lesson Itself 


The reterences, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles 
in this issue. Boldface figures at the end of certain paragraphs in 
those Articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

The teacher should read enough in 1 Kings and 
2 Chronicles, at home, to be able to tell in class a 
little of the reigns of Rehoboam and his son Abijam, 
or Abijah. Rehoboam’s is a story of sadness and 
tragedy (t Kings 14: 21-31; 2 Chron. 12). It lasted 
only seventeen years. He led his nation into the 
very sins that Israel had been brought into Canaan 
to drive out. The king of Egypt was permitted of 
God to come up against Jerusalem and take away 
the treasures of the temple and of the royal palace, 
—'‘‘he even took away all.” Solomon's shields of 
gold were replaced by shields of brass. . When we go 
into sin the best that we can have is a miserable 
counterfeit of that which God gives us. 

And Rehoboam’s son walked in all the sins of his 
father. 

Do you and the class know the difference between 
the books of Kings and of Chronicles? Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 2) answers the question. 

There comes an unexpected, swift change in the 
record with Asa. He did right (2 Chron. 14:2). He 
began to do what God’s people had been brought into 
the Land to do. 

Now if we should read chapter 14 only, of 2 Chron- 


icles, we might think that in what was recorded there. 


Asa was doing all that was needed as a godly king of 
his people. But chapter 15, where the lesson is found, 
shows that something more was needed. Mrs. Bald- 
win (&)calls attention to the difference between Asa’s 
two reformations. Dr. Scofield, in his Reference 
Bible, calls the first reformation superficial, the 
second (that of to-day’s lesson) true. That Asa and 
his people needed to be told afresh of their true rela- 
tion to God is shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 4). 
It is not enough to enforce the law and drive out 
wickedness. - People must be brought to worship God 
(Rogers, 4). 

Get: the class to say what the simple proposition 
was that the prophet Azariah put before Asa. Quote 
the Scotch saying (Griffith: Thomas, III, a1): ‘*‘ When 
there’s twa seeking, there’s sure to be a finding.” 

Get the class to show how and why it is that God 
is to us what we are to him (Griffith Thomas, II, §). 
If we give him all there is of -us, he will give us all 
there is of -him. 

‘*Your work shall be rewarded,” said the prophet. 
Does this imply that our ‘* works" are the secret of 
our blessing ? See our Lord’s answer in John 6: 
28, 29. 

Ask the class whether it was easy for Asa to do 
what he was urged to do.. See Mrs. Baldwin's. com- 
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LESSON 8 AUGUST 22. ASA’S GOOD REIGN 


2 Chren. 15 : 1-15. Commit*verses I, 2 


Golden Text: Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.—James 4 : 8 


1 And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son ot Oded : 
2 And he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye 
me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin ; Jehovah is with you, 
while ye are with him ; and if ye seek him, he will be found of 
ae ; but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you. 3 Now fora 
ong season Israel was without the true God, and without a 
teaching priest, and without law : 4 but when in their distress 
they turned unto Jehovah, the God of Israel, and sought him, 
he was found of them. 5 And in those times there was no 
peace to him that went out, nor to him that came in ; but great 
vexations were upon all the inhabitants of the lands. 6 And 
they were broken in pieces, nation against nation, and city 
against city ; for God did vex them with all adver-itv. 7 But 
be ye strong, and let not your hands be slack ; for your work 
shall be rewarded. 

8 And when Asa heard these words, ! and the prophecy of 
Oded the prophet, he took courage, and put away the abomi- 
nations out of all the land of Judah and Benjamin, and out of 
the cities which he had taken from the hill-country of Ephraim ; 
and he renewed the altar of Jehovah, that was before the porch 
of Jehovah. 9 And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and 
them that sojourned with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh, 
and out of Simeon : for they fell to him out of Israel in abund- 
ance, when they saw that Jehovah his God was with him. 10 
So they gathered themselves together at Jerusalem in the third 
month, in the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa. 11 And they 
sacrificed unto Jehovah in that day, of the spoil which they 
had brought, seven hundred oxen and seven thousand sheep. 
12 And they entered into the covenant to seek Jehovah, the 
God of their fathers, with all their heart and with all their 
soul ; 13 and that whosoever would not seek Jehovah, the God 
of Israel, should be put to death, whether small or great, 
whether man or woman. 14 And they sware unto Jehovah 
with a loud voice, and with shouting, and with trumpets, and 
with cornets. 15 And all Judah rejoiced at the oath ; for they 
had sworn with all their heart, and sought him with their whole 
desire ; and he was found of them: and Jehovah gave them 
rest round about. 

1 Or, even 


The American Kevision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


* 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


These references are usually to paragraphs in lesson articles in 

this issue, indicated by bold-face figures. 

Verse 1.—Who was Azariah, and how did the Spirit of 
God come upon him ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 4.) 

Verse 2.—Who was Asa? = (Griffith Thomas, I, 14.) 
Why was Azariah addressing Judah as ‘‘all Judah and Benja- 
min’? (Griffith ‘Thomas, II, §.) Does this suggest that 
Jehovah is with men only while they are with him ? (Grif- 
tith Thomas, II, §; Mackie, 4.) 

Verse 3.—Ilow long had. Israel been without the true 
God? What does * without a teaching priest, and without 
law ’’ indicate ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 6.) 

Verse 7.—What work was to be rewarded? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 7; Mackie, 2; .Baldwin, 4.) 

Verse 8.—Why is Oded mentioned as the prophet in- 
stead of Azariah ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 8.) What were 
the abominations that Asa put out ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 8; 
Baldwin, 2.) 

Verse 9.—How did Asa gather ‘‘all Judah and Benja- 
min ’’? (Griffith Thomas, II, 9; Ridgway, 1; Rogers, 2.) 
Who were the sojourners out of Ephraim and out of Ma- 
nasseh and Simeon? (Griffith Thomas, II, 9.) 

Verse 10.—What time of year was the third month? 
(Griffith ‘Thomas, II, 10.) 

Verse 13.—Ilow would it be decided whether a man 
was seeking Jehovah ? (Griffith ‘Thomas, II, 10.) 








ment (2, 3). Putting away abominations in China 
to-day is strikingly described in the Illustration 
Round-Table (1). 

At the end of the lesson chapter (v. 16) we see that 
Asa even went so far as to remove his own mother 
from the throne because of her sins. She was in re- 
bellion against God. Asa was serving God. He had 
no choice. Do Jesus’ words (Matt. 10: 35-37) com- 
mend Asa? See also Psalm 27: 10. 

Do most people like to be on the really right side ? 
See what the class thinks. Most people do not ; but 
many people do. Judah became popular with many 
(v. 9). Mrs. Baldwin (4) shows how true this is to- 
day. Dr. Griffith ‘Thomas (II, 9) comments upon it. 
When a town goes dry the best sort of people want 
to live in it (Rogers, 2). Are other people seeing 
that you have something in your life that they have 
not, something so fine that they desire it ? 

The great Jerusalem revival was marked by a 
great sacrifice (v. 11). To get right with God always 
requires sacrifice,—but not our sacrifice : the sacri- 
fice of God himself in Jesus Christ his Son. And 
that is what all the Old Testament sacrifices point 
toward. . 

And so the people entered into the covenant to 
seek Jehovah (v. 12). Why did they need to seck 
him? Why is it Ged has tobe ‘‘ found”? See what 
the class thinks. 








It.is not because God is hiding from us, or is doing 
anything to prevent us from finding him; but because 
our own sin and Satan's persistent work hide God. 
So we need to seek through that which others than 
God have placed between God and ourselves, But, 
best of all, God is seeking us allthetime. And if we 
are in dead earnest as we seek, and draw near enough 
to him in our seeking, something like the experience 
of the steel filings and the maguet comes to pass: 
his power reaches out after us and draws us so close 
to himself that we are actually drawn into himself, 
if we soos his Son Jesus Christ.as our Saviour. 
Then the Holy Spirit makes us one Body, one Spirit, 
with Christ (1 Cor. 12 : 13). 


The Truth That Is Golden 


The class knows what a sum is in arithmetic, or an 
equation in algebra, or a proposition in geometry. 
In arithmetic, algebra, geometry, and in chemistry 
also, we work under invariable laws. If we do cer- 
tain things, we get certain resulis. These resultsare 
absolutely guaranteed. 

Now the results of turning to God in trust and obe- 
dience are as mathematically, scientifically guaran- 
teed as the results of any mathematical or scientific 
combination. We énow what is the result of serving 
God. And we évow what is the result of not serving 
God. It was as true in Asa's day as it is in our.day. 
It has been true through all eternity, and it will be 
true through all eternity. 

This makes success, as Mr. Ridgway (1) says, ‘‘a 
dead sure thing” if a man really wants it. 

And if we say that we want to obey God's will 
but cannot, then we are to ‘‘ remember Jesus Christ." 
If we let him do for us that which we cannot do of 
ourselves, we shall find that in him we can: obey 
God's will in supernatural success and in miraculous 
freedom from the power of sin. 


Teaching Points 


The great, fundamental difference between Christianity 
and all other religious is that while in others we find men 
seeking God, only in Christianity do we find God seeking 
men. That is why only in, Christianity is there ‘‘ sure to 
be a finding,’’ 

The earnestness of Judah’s seeking at this time was 
shown by the death penalty for those who refused to scek. 
This law of theirs sprang from a terrific earnestness, the 
earnestness that ‘* gets there,’’ and that is infinitely better 
than the bloodless, superficially tolerant indifference and 
practical agnosticism of to-day. 

The man who really finds God cannot keep still about it. 
it is too good a thing, too biga thing, too wonderful a thing, 
not to shout and sing about. Have you so found God that 
you sometimes feel you will fairly burst if you cannot sing 
or shout or tell others about Ilim? 

One who finds God is at rest. This is the rest of faith. 
Read Hebrews 4. 


Questions for Study and- Discussion 

In what ways does God forsake those who forsake him? 
(v. 2.) 

Can people seek God without finding him ? 

How does God vex people with adversity ? (v. 6.) 

Did Old Testament saints, like Azariah upon whom the 
Spirit of God came, have the Holy Spirit as did New ‘les. 
tament saints after Pentecost? If not, what differences 
were there ? 

Ilow do you make verse 7 agree with the second half of 
2 Corinthians 12: 9? 

Was it not wasteful to destroy so many oxen and sheep ? 
(v. II.) 

Did they go too far in agreeing to put to death all who 
would not seck the Lord? (See Exod, 22 : 20; Deut, 
13 : §-10.) 

A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. | 
God's Care of Elijah (1 Kings 17 : 1-16). 


A hitherto unknown man springs upon the scene 
and flings out a word of terrible warning to the king 
of Israel,—the worst king Israel had ever had. He 
may have seemed like a fool to the king. Would you 
have dared do it? Then his life becomes one long 
daily miracle. 

What was God’s purpose in sending this message to 
Ahab? 

In what way did God at first provide for Elijah ? 

Was the test of the starving woman too severe tobe fair? 

Does God work such miracles to-day ? 

PHILADELPHIA. 











Mastering the 


RAVELERS are always glad when a come 
upon an oasis in the desert, a green, fertile spot 
in the midst of a dreary expanse of sand. So 

the few good kings of Judah are bright s in the 
dark record of the period of the divided kingdoms. 
Not one of Israel’s kings can be called good, but 
some of Judah’s monarchs were encouragingly loyal 
even amid weaknesses. Such was Asa. Rehoboam 
was bad with some good in him. Asa was good with 
some bad in him (16: 12). 


1. Surroundings of the Lesson 

Connection.—It is necessary and important to en- 
deavor to have in view both the links of connection 
in the kings of teach kingdom separately, and also 
the paging vote | kings of both kingdoms. Reho- 
boam, the first king of Judah, reigned seventeen 
years (2 Chron. 12: 13), and was followed by his son 
Abijah, who only reigned three years (2 Chron. 13: 
2). He was succeeded by Asa, whose reign lasted 
forty-one years (2 Chron, 16: 13). During the time 
of Asa there were no less than seven kings in Israel, 
from Nadabto Ahab. There had been eighteen alto- 

ether, starting with Jeroboam, The line of Jero- 
Cam ceased with his son Nadab. The full story 
should be read in 2 Kings 13 to 13. (2) 

Book.—This is one of only two lessons taken from 
Chronicles, and the main differences between Kings 
and Chronicles should be noted: 1. A difference of 
standpoint. Kings includes Israel and Judah ; 
Chronicles records Judah alone almost entirely, and 
Israel only as it was in contact with Judah. 2. A 
difference of purpose. Kings is prophetic in outlook. 
Chronicles is priestly. 3. A difference in date. 
Kings closes with the exile. Chronicles includes a 
reference to the restoration. Thus the old tradition 
that associates Jeremiah with Kings and Ezra with 
Chronicles is not far en | in regard to differences 
of standpoint, purpose, and date, (2) 

Time.—This episode in Asa’s reign is. given either 
as 963-949 B. C., or 918-877 B.C. 


I. The Lesson 

In order to gain a true idea of Asa and his Lig od it 
is essential to include chapter 14 and to cover both 
chapters in our study. 

he Reformation (14: 1-5).—The ten years of 
quiet correspond to the victory over Israel i? Chron, 
13 : 15-19) and the alliance with Syria (1 Kings 15: 
1-9). While Asa’s action against idolatry was praise- 
worthy, the details are sad reading, showing the ex- 
tent to which the covenant people had wandered 
from God. 

The Rest (14: 6-8).—The fresh fortifications were 
necessary after the dependence on Egypt (12: 8). 
While the land was unoccupied by the enemy occa- 
sion was naturally taken to make the places strong. 
This and the raising of an army were the clear marks 
of Jehovah's presence and blessing. ‘‘ When a man’s 
ways please lenevah, he maketh even his enemies to 
be at peace with him” (Prov. 16: 7). 

The Reliance (14 : 9-15).— The time of testing 
came, but Asa was ready. Zerah wanted to chas- 
tise the king and reduce him and his land to bond- 
age. But Asa knew how to meet his foe, and after 
prayer to God the battle was joined and the Ethi- 
opians were defeated. ‘The prayer of Asa is deserv- 
ing of special notice, It was a model. He acknowl- 
edged his need of dependence on God. ‘The battle 
was regarded as for the vindication of God against 
heathenism. And there is a fine combination of 
trust and action. ‘‘ We rely on thee, and in thy name 
are we come.” This is like Cromwell’s advice : 
‘Trust in God and keep your powder dry.” ‘The 
‘‘name” of God means here, as always, the revealed 
nature and character of God. ‘This was the ground 
of Asa’s confidence, as it was David's. before him 
(t Sam. 17: 45). This reference to the ‘‘name” of 
Jehovah is full of suggestion (Psa. 118 : 10-12; Acts 
3: 16; 4:10). (3) , 

The results were vast and far-reaching. Egypt lost 
its power, and for three centuries put out no more 
effort against Judah. The pursuit of the panic- 
stricken host extended to twenty miles. 

The Reminder (5 : I-7).—It was evidently neces- 
sary at this stage for Asa and his people to be told 
afresh of their true relation to God and of the secret 
of real life. Soa prophet was sent, Azariah the son 
of Oded, of whom we know nothing more than is 
here stated. His name means ‘Jehovah helps,” 
and his work was done in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. The Spirit doubtless came upon him, as on 
other occasions, by some special equipment for serv- 
ice (Num. 24: 2; 2 Chron. 20: 14; 24: 20). All Old 
‘Testament references to the Spirit of God should be 
noted. In the earlier books the Spirit is an energetic 
power of God (Exod. 31:3; Judg 13: 25; 1 Sam. 
11: 6), but in the later books there is a clear ap- 
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Whole Lesson 





proach to that doctrine of the personality of the Spirit 
which is the specific revelation of Christ in the New 
Testament (Isa. 48: 16; 63: 10). (4) 

Asa was returning from his victory and pursuit 
(14: 15), and ‘‘all Judah and Benjamin ” indicates 
the two tribes that constituted the Southern King- 
dom. The p 
tions of the divine peneonen and blessing, emphasized 
a profound truth, that God is to us what we are to 
him. It is, of course, not the whole truth, because 
God in his mercy and grace is infinitely more to us 
than we can ever be to him. But there is a real and 
solemn truth in the thought that God’s blessings are 
usually conditional on our faithfulness to him. We 
are tempted to presume on past mercies, forgetful of 
the need of continuance. ‘Be thou faithful unto 
death” (Rev. 2: 10). Similar counsel is found else- 
where, and is very important %1 Chron. 28: 9; Jer. 
29: 13; Matt. 7: 7, 8). (§) 


The prophet then reviewed the a (3-6), and in- 
dicated the true explanation of all their troubles. 
The ‘‘long 


season” peer aeons back to the 
later days of Solomon, when was being forgotten. 
The ‘ teaching priest” was a reminder of one of the 
great functions of the priest as the chief instructor of 
the pa (Lev. 10, 11; Deut. 17: 11; 33: 10; Hosea 
4:6; Mal. 2:7; 2Chron. 17: 9). And ‘without 
law " had been equally true from the time of Judges 
3 onward Gudg. 17:6; 21: 25.) But whenever Israel 
had turned to God the divine ,mercy had been exer- 
cised on their behalf (Judg. 3, 4, 6, 10). One result 
of their unfaithfulness had been, trouble, vexation, 
and lack of safety in the land (v. 5), travelers being 
in danger (Judg. 5:6) and national attacks being 
rife on every hand (Judg. 9: 45; 20: 33-48). (6) 

But notwithstanding all the past, if only the people 
would be strong in God all would be well (v. 7; Josh. 
1:7, 9); their work for God would meet with a re- 
ward ( eb. 6: 10). This work was doubtless mainly 
the reformation about to be undertaken. (7) 

The Renewal (vs. 8, 9).—It isa little difficult to see 
why Oded and not Azariah (v. 1) is mentioned here. 
Either the words ‘‘ Azariah son of’ have fallen out 
of the text, or else there was another prophecy by 
the father. The Greek version reads Azariah. 
The ‘‘ abominations ” were the usual features of de- 

ading heathen idolatry. The work recorded earlier 

14: 3-5) was only partial. The cities were those 

taken by his father (13: 19), and the altar was the 
brazen altar in the court of the temple, erected during 
Solomon’s reign. (8) 

Asa summoned an assembly of his own people and 
of others who had joined him (2 Chron, 11 : 16), 
Simeon’s moeeery. being south of Judah and cut off 
from the north, this naturally led to the people join- 
ing Judah. ‘lhe separation from their own land 
made them ‘‘sojourners.” ‘Their action was a fine 
testimony to religion, They realized that in spite of 
everything Judah had the ‘real thing” in the tem- 

le at bt pe ag and not an imitation, such as Jero- 

m had set up(1 Kings 12: 25-33). They were 

somehow conscious of the presence and blessing of 
God with Judah (Zech. 8: 23). (9) 

The Reconsecration (vs. 10-14).—The time was the 
month of Sivan, answering to our June, the time ap- 
pointed for the Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost (Deut. 
16:9, 10). The spoil brought from their victory (14: 
13-15) was devoted to God in offerings, and at the 
same time they renewed the old covenant (Exod, 24: 
3-8). It was a revival of true religion, as they pro- 
claimed their faith, set themselves to seek God with 
all their hearts, and determined that they as a people 
would be faithful to him at all costs. hether men 
sought Jehovah could soon be seen, because of the 
way which he had appointed for the people to ap- 
proach him. This was thought to be so important 
that death was made the penalty for non-observance 
(Exod. 22: 20; Deut. 13 : 6-10). (10) 

Lhe Rejoicing (v. 15).—No wonder there was joy 
as the people sought God with full purpose of heart 
and were found of him, while he also gave them 
rest from their enemies around. They were too 
powerful for attack (v. 19), besides which Asa was of 
peaceful rather than warlike temperament. 


Hil. Central Truths 


1. Prayer.—‘' Draw nigh to God.” This is one of 
the features of Asa’s life (14: 4, 7, 11; 15: 2, 4, I1-13, 
15). It is the attitude of the true life. Man was 
never made to be independent of God, and prayer is 
—e the most striking testimony to our need of 

ependence on God. It is at once our duty and our 
privilege to approach God, and whether individually 
or nationally we should ‘‘take it to the Lord in 
prayer.” There is nothing in which human nature 
so clearly reveals at once its limitations and its power 
as in the attitude of prayer. 

2. Power.—‘' And he will draw nigh to you.” This 


het, in reminding them of the condi- - 
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is another feature of Asa’s reign (14 : 6,7, 13; 15: 7, 
> 35: 16:9). God always meets those who remem- 
r him (Isa. 64 : 5). na Scottish woman was 
seeking the Saviour some one told her that the Lord 
was seeking her, and added, ‘‘ when there’s twa seek- 
ing, there’s sure to be a finding.” God never fails to 
meet prayer with power. Only one thing is essential, 
to seek him ‘‘ with the whole heart.” Granted this, 
and Asa’s experiences will be ours; rest (14; 6; 15: 
15), victory (14: 13), and joy (15:15). (31) 
IV. A Lesson Outline 
1. The Reformation (2 Kings 23 : 1-6). 
2. The Rest (Psalm 37 : 1-6). 
3. The Reliance (Prov. 3 : 5-10). 
4. The Reminder (Psa. 119 : 1-8). 
$- The Renewal ( 20). 
The Reconsecration (Psa. 26), 
7. The Rejoicing (Isa, 12). 
Wycuirre CoLLece, Toronto. 


~ 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


**Near and Yet So Far.”—/ehovah is with 
while ye are with him (v. 2). 
self-evident proposition. But there are two handles 
to that word ‘ with.” Iam on my way back home 
from a city where last night I had the honor of mak- 
ing an address. There was a gentleman in that city 
who was in the meeting with me, but he was very far 
from being .with me. He called up my host this 
morning, and went for him on my account. Accord- 
ing to this Socialist Iam all wrong. This country is 
not full of good men in high places. Successful busi- 
ness is in the hands of rascals, for did not a business 
man go wrong the other day? Yes, sir! That man 
who sits at the desk with you in office, or at bench 
with you in shop, is with you, but he may be far from 
with you in politics, religion, or life. Heaven is 
built on a different plan. When a man gets with 
God he finds God always was with him. Things 
happen. The whole life changes. New thoughts, 
new aspirations, new ideals, new hopes. The man 
soars up.on the wings of faith, and is with God and 
God with him. Success is thus reached. This was 
the secret of Asa’s Good Reign. It will be the secret 
of yours (Jas. 4: 8; Psa. 73: 24). 

Coming !—J/ -their distress... he. was found of 
them (v. 4). The life of the two-calf half of the. He- 
brew people was a sorry series of ups-and-downs 
until in the final down they became the celebrated 
‘*Ten Lost Tribes” that some folks think are we 
Anglo-Saxons. But hereis the glorious thing for the 
race in that tragic history: Every time they turned 
to God he was found of them. It has been thus to 
this veryday. What wondrous love! Never a man, 
never a people, who got so low but the instant they 
turned to God they found open arms and the tender 
welcome, ‘‘My son who was lost!” Coatesville is 
full of living examples. Look across the seas and 
behold the nations. Taylor wentintoChina. Paton 
went into the New Hebrides. Mackay went into 
Uganda. Hurlburt into East Africa. Crawford 
bored into the Congo. Mott and his Y. M.C. A. into 
the colleges and universities of all intellectual hea- 
thendom. Ahd they are turning to God in all lands. 
As I write the Republic of China has just chosen a 
President. China is coming. Japan has asked for 
the World’s Sunday School Convention. Japan is 
coming. ‘The whole race of men is turning to God in 
their distresses, and he is found of them and is giving 
them hospitals, schools, cleanliness, health, comforts, 
love, hope, and joy in the living and life everlasting 
in the dying (Psa. 34: 10; Luke 12: 31), 

Preferred Stock!—JZe ye strong, and let not your 
hands be slack ; for your work shall be rewarded 
(v. 7). Real strength and the firm hand come only 
with godliness. Just as soon as men are given up to 
godlessness look out for weakness and the ‘open 
hand” (Job $: 11; Rom. 1: 28). There is a big cor- 
poration in this land that used to be headed by one 
of the most splendid Christian men the country has 
ever produc While that president lived his Chris- 
tian character so dominated the company that most 
of the leading men were of the same sort. But on 
his death another kind of ‘‘ king” was put on the 
throne. To-day, after but few years, scarcely any 
of the leaders in the great company are religious men. 
As I write this note that company is facing grave 
accusations, The newspapers print as news‘ the fact 
that the corporation is being investigated for *‘ graft.” 
I make no preachment. I just state facts. Say what 
you like, the whole business world appreciates reli- 
gion. Young men for positions in banks are always 
sought among the godly. New York Y. M. C. A. 
secretaries have told me they have more applications 
for stenographers and typewriters than they can fill. 
Whether the ‘‘old man” takes any stock in religion 
or not, when he wants a confidential man he hunts 
for a genuine Christian. Every clerk who takes ‘‘a 
slam at religion” slams the ‘‘ old man’s” office door 
in his own face. He doesn’t want you. 


Falling Friends.—Zhey fell to him. 
sau... his God was with him (v. 9). 


Ou, 
That seems like a 


.. when they 
Everybody 
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wants to be on the winning side. Nothing succeeds 
like success. If fellows follow these lessons with 


a desire to learn it may get into your head what a. 


dead sure thing success is if a man really wants suc- 
cess. All inns go the Christian’s way sooner or 
later, God es his enemies to be at — with him. 
To him that hath shall be given. en aman is 
God's he prospers in Coa e. Everybody wants 
to-fall to the prosperous man. Jerry Fraser, for ex- 
ample, the coal-heaver. Every one on Chester 
Avenue is ‘‘thick” with the Frasers. There is 
Jerry's boss. uptown, and folks fall to him also. The 
pours have just as much —. for Jerry as they 

ave for his rich oe ial position has no 
weight. Itisthe MAN. Back of the man it is the 
God in him. When your neighbors can ‘see that. God 
is really with you, making you gentlemanly, thought- 
ful, kind, and prosperous, you will be amazed at the 
number of fine friends who will fall to you. In fact, 
one of the most striking phenomena of the Christian 
life is this falling of friends to the friends of God 
(Matt. 13 : 12;, Psa. 84: 11; 1 Tim. 4: 8). (1) 


The Second Coming.—A// Judah rejowed,... for 
they... sought him with their whole desire (v. 15). 
‘‘Their whole desire.” What a nice way the old Book 
has of putting —— If we could master its style 
as well as its spirit, how beautifully we might speak 
and write. I was just thinking what a wonderfully 
delightful place smoky, grimy, noisy, busy old 
Coatesville would be if “all Judah” would seek him 
with their whole desire. And all Chester County. 
And all Pennsylvania. And all America, ‘Talk 
about rejoicing!! No more grog-shops. No more 
jails. No more asylums. Nor tears, nor wrecks, nor 
poverty, nor crimes, nor broken hearts. Crowdec 
churches and overflowing Sunday-schools. Kind- 
nesses and gentle deeds all up and down both sides 
of the street. Whata land to live in!. Who would 
rejoice the most, we who are working for the coming 
of the kingdom and are happy in our faith, or would 
the happiest be the tough ones from the tenderloins 
and the hard ones from the palaces? Have you ever 
been with saved men and heard their rejoicing? One 
of the happiest men I ever had in my home was an 
ex-saloon-keeper, saved in his own grog-shop. What 
a great day it will be when it gets here! (Isa, 25 : 
6-8; 1°Thess, 2 : 19). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL réaders are invited to assist in the conduct of this ‘de- 


artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal '. 


sson illustration used, and two dollars for the best il- 
lustration each week. A circular b: samt the acceptance 
of material, and the year’s lesson ca 
two-cent stamp. 

His Answer.— Draw nigh to God, and he will draw 
nigh to you (Golden Text), 


‘¢ Who comes to God an inch, through doubtings dim, 
In blazing light God will advance a mile to him.”’ 


—Quoted from the Persian in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Wm. S.C. Webster, Remsenburg, 
N.Y. 


Why They’re Forsaken.— Jehovah is with you,while 
ye are with him; and if ye seek him, he will be 
found of you; but if ye forsake him, he will for- 
sake you (v. 2). The trouble with those folks is they 
don’t pray enough. The carpet in front of their mir- 
rors is worn threadbare, while at the sides of their 
beds, where they should kneel in prayer, the rug is 
as good as the day they put it down.—From “An 
interview with Billy Sunday,” in the Ladies’ Home 
Journal. Sent by Edward B. Bagby, Baltimore, 
Md. The prize Jer this week is awarded to this il- 
dustration. 


Finding God.— Bui when in their distress they 
turned unto Jehovah, the God of Israel, and sought 
him, he was found of them (v. 4). had in a former 
— a young Irishman ; al] would declare him to 

ignorant, and he was ; but God marvelously used 
him. This was the secret. With a heart burdened 
for the men of the city, I called together a few men 
of the church, and laying before them the plan I had 
in mind, told them first of all that we could do nothing 
without the infilling of the Holy Ghost. When this 
had been explained, I noticed this man: leave the 
room. When I sought him I found him in one of the 
lower rooms of the church, literally on his face be- 
fore God. He was in prayer. I shall never forget 
the petition : ‘‘O God, I plead with thee for this 
blessing.” Then without any emotion he rose from 
his knees, turned his face heavenward, and said, 
‘And now I claim the blessing.” For the first time 
he became sensible of my presence, and with a 
shining countenance he reached out his hands to 
clasp mine. You could feel the very presence of the 
Spirit as he said, ‘‘ I have received Him.” And I be- 
lieve he had, for in the next few months he led more 
than sixty men into the kingdom of God. His whole 
life had been transformed.—From ** Power and Its 
Secret,” by Dr. Chapman. Sent by Fred H. Witl- 
son, Honipapa, Otago, New Zealand. (1) 
. . The Real Find.— For your work shall be rewarded 

{v. 7). Two boys were strolling along a beach at a 


endar, will be sent for a’ 
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‘summer resort in Sweden. One of them picked up a 
‘diamond pin. His companion exclaim or how 
rich he would now be. The finder protested that he 
‘was not rich, for he must discover the owner. The 
other denounced this purpose as nonsense, as he 
would get no more than a thank you and would feel 
like a for taking pains to find the owner, He 
made known his find to the — of the hotel, 
and was soon ushered into the presence of a stately 
lady, who did thank him warmly for the return of 
the pin, which she explained she prized very highly. 
Embarrassed at finding himself in the presence of 
the queen of Sweden, he bowed out with many 
blushes and _funat heart-throbbing. His companion 
waiting outside, when learning the facts, met him 
with, ‘I told you so!” A week later the boy re- 
ceived a summons to come to Stockholm. He and 
his widowed mother were received by the queen. 
They were given a cottage and the boy was placed 
under a competent music teacher. Ten years after- 
ward he was known as Sir Otto, the music teacher of 
the ee —Sent by W. Dewitt Lukens, Hud- 
son, : 


Away Abominations.—He ‘ook courage, 
and put away the abominations (v. 8). Can idols be 
used to aid God’s cause? According to Mr. Sher- 
wood Eddy, a Buddhist temple in Yunnan was 
handed over to Christians. These und the idols 
therein to powder to make brick for patching the 
walls. The temple is now a Y. M. C. A. building. 
In Foochow the walls of the American Board Hos- 
pital are constructed of mortar made from grinding 
up the idols of aformer Buddhist temple. In Tai- 
yuan-fu, in Shansi, the Y. M. C. A. secretary lives 
in a deserted Buddhist temple. The American Board 
has several village schools supported by endowments 
formerly used for the upkeep of Buddhist temples. 
In the province of Pechili four thousand public schools 
have en established, mostly in former Buddhist 
temples. In one city the idols were thrown into the 
river, while the a0 lined the bank, cheering as 
their gods floated seaward.—From Record of Chris- 
tian Work. Sent by B. H. Winslow, Saco, Me. (4) 


When People Seek the Church.—Zhey fe// to him 
out of Israel in abundance, when they saw that 
Mise waar his God was with him(v.9). In my boy- 

ood a large frame church building was burned down 


-in my native village. Although it had not been a 


very active church, it had a large membership, and 
there was much interest in the catastrophe, ‘The fire 
occurred at night, and, as the building was large, it 

ade an immense bonfire, and of course people 

ocked from far and near to see it. A member of the 
church said somewhat peevishly to a known skeptic 
who was in the crowd, ‘‘I never saw you come near 
this church before.” ‘‘ No,’ replied the other, ‘* but 
then I never saw this church on fire before.”—Senz 
by the Rev. W. B. Hutchinson, Allerton, lowa. 


% 
Oriental Lesson - Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland Missionary 
to the Jews, Alexandria, Egypt 


ITHOUT the true God, and without a teach- 

ing priest, and without law (v. 3). The 

riest was the Oriental sign of authority be- 

tween God and man. It was at once the strength 

and the weakness of religion in the East. When the 

command was faithfully given disobedience was re- 
bellion against God. (1) 

No peace to him that went out, nor to him that 
came in (v.5). When the fear of God was removed, 
all morality went with it. Hence (Prov. 29: 18), 
‘* where there is no vision [or divine proclamation of 
pr grey sane peopie cast off restraint.” It was one 
of the differences between East and West that the 
former sought a sign to submit to, while the latter 
sought wisdom, or self-evidencing moral ideals. The 
latter, though unequal to the task of finding out God 
without revelation, had a certain staying power when 
religion was discarded or weakened. Titec Christ 
was made both the power and the wisdom of God in 
a religion that was to unite and save both East and 
West (1 Cor. 1: 24). 

Your work shall be rewarded (vy. 7). ‘The East 
never looks upon work as an enjoyment. When 

assing laborers engaged in 'house-building, plough- 
ing, or reaping, it would be considered ironical and 
heartless to give the usual salutation, ‘* Peace be 
unto you,” or ‘*‘May your day be blessed.” You 
must say, ‘‘ The Lord reward your labor.” (2) 
ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt, 
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‘' Big Business, and in fact Most Business, is in the hands of 
Religious Men."" Do you believe this? Mr. William H. 
Ridgway believes it, and gives his reasons in his little book- 
let entitled *“*‘ Why They Got There.'’ Get a copy and read it. 
Many employers are buying it in quantities to give to the young 
men in their employ who are just making a start in life. The 
price is 4 cents each, go cents a dozen, or $7 a hundred, post- 
paid ; copies may be ordered from The Sunday School Times Co. 


* 461 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


}* IS possible that one of the results of the present 
war may be the bringing of Palestine under 
Christian government. f that great change 

should come to pass, there would be reason for even 

greater rejoicings than there were in Asa’s era of 
reform, Suppose we stand at the point marked 30 on 











MAP PATENT o.656,569 BY & UNDERWOOD 


the side of Olivet and look westward across the deep 
gorge of Kidron to the city, while we consider Asa’s 
energetic house-cleaning and the possibility of an- 
other still more radical. 

From the point where we stand we can see plainly 
the steep, terraced side of the city hill, and the heavy 
wall of stone masonry, forty to fifty feet high, that 
stands along the upper edge of the hill. he wall 
turns a square corner just opposite where we stand 
and runs westward. As we look over the battle- 
ments the ancient temple grounds show within the 
wall’s protecting arm, broad and open and sunny; 
part of the space is grassy and other parts are paved 
with stone that gleams white inthe sunshine. A few 
tall cypress-trees and some scattered olives make a 
pleasant contrast to the light-colored walls of the 
stone buildings. The eight-sided ‘‘Dome of the 
Rock” we recognize, having seen it many times be- 
fore. In Asa’s day an altar for burnt offerings stood 
in the open air on the ground of that comparatively 
modern building. Asa’s palace was on or very near 
the site of another domed building (the Mosque El 
Aksa), which we see farther toward the left (south). 
The old buildings that used to outline the temple 
courts perished long ago, but the terraced hilltop re- 
mains practically the same as it was in Asa’s time, 
when thousands of worshipers gathered there to pay 
their vows and to give thanks, 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘ Jerusalem, beautiful 
for situation.” 


‘The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. ‘Ihe use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places rea/. Forty-five places will be visited durin 
1915; the forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and if they are all 
ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. ‘Twelve places will be described with the lessons of this 
third quarter ; the twelve stereographs cost $2, ‘Ihe five for 
August alone cost 84 cents. Less than five in one order are 20 
cents each. Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Lantern slides of 
the same scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents 
each; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for 
twenty-five or more at one time prices are: plain slides, 40 
cents each ; sepia-tinted, 45 cents; colored, $1. Postage or 
express will be prepaid on all orders for stereographs or 
stereoscopes. Address The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, thou hast 
taught us in thy Word and by thy dealings with us to trust 
thee. Forgive our doubts and our disobedience ; forgive us 
for turning to our own strength when thy strength is so abun- 
dantly able and ours is so futile. We do draw near to thee to- 
day ; draw thou near to us. If any one in this room is in any 
kind of distress _ now, wilt thou reveal thy loving hand in 
comfort in that life, and may each one of us day by day turn to 
thee more freely, and with perfect trust in thy goodness. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Every one of us likes to be on 
the winning side. There was a photograph in a re- 
cent magazine of a boat race at Henley, England, 
where two very powerful boat crews finished the race 
at almost the same moment. If there had been no 
name uuder the picture, you could have told by 
looking at the two crews which one was the winner 
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just ly the appearance of the men. They 
all looked tired enough, but the losers were 
completely worn out. Some were falling 
forward on the bi 
ing on to the sides of the racing shell with 
bodies limp and almost helpless. One crew 
was tired, but supported by victory; the 
other was tired, and dejected by defeat. 

Isn’t it true that when we have turned 
away from God, and the day has been pretty 
hard because of that, we finish the day a 
great deal more worn out than the chee 
mother who has shown a Christian spirit 
day long and has had the strength of 
God in all her doings? She has had a vic- 
torious day; we have had a defeated day. 
She worked with God; we turned away 
from him. It is just as true to-day as in the 
days of Asa that God loves to have his peo- 
ple turn to him for every need; and no 
‘matter how hard our tasks may be, we can 
finish them in good condition, and with joy, 
because of the victory that he gives all along 
the way,—and at the finish, too. 


Witrour GOD 


Doesn’t that explain the defeats in my 
life? And all of the victories? Let us pray 
“that we may live very close to God, and so 
have his kind of victory. 


* PHILADELPHIA. 





VICTORY 
DEFEAT 











% 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Tam coming home.''4 

‘ I've wandered far away from God,"’ 

** T walk with the King.” 

“ — I have promised.” 

**O love that wilt not let me go."’ 

** Out of my bondage, sorrow, and night."’ 
* The haven of rest." 

‘* There's a wideness in God's mercy." 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psaim k “* Bible Songs.’’) 


Psalm 4: 1-8 (6 : 1-4). 

Psalm 119: yA 76 (260 :.1-4). 
Psalm 1 : 1-6 (1 : 1-4). 

Psalm 119 : 1-8 (242 : 1-3). 
Psalm 15 : 1-5 (22 : 1-4). 





oars ; others were hold-- 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING, —God is always near 
to help his children. 

Introduction. —While we stand, let 
each of us draw a long, deep breath. What 
did we breathe? Can any of us see the air? 
_Can we feel it? Could we live without it? 
Ever since we were born, there has been air 
for us to breathe, Isn’t it wonderful that 
something can be so near us all the time, and 
yet we cannot see it? We may not think 
about it for days, but it is there. I love to 
think that: 


** God, who made the earth, 
‘The air, the sky, the sea; 
Who aes the light its birth, 
Careth for me." 


We cannot see God, but he is so near to 
his children that he hears what wé say and 
knows what we do, and can help when we 
need him. The beginners learn this in their 
dear little song : 


‘* When I run about all day, 
When I kneel at night to pray, 
God sees! God sees!" 
(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Chicago, 25 cents.) 
We wish that all children knew our primary 
song : 


‘* How strong and sweet my Father's care 
‘That round about me like the air 
Is with me always—everywhere, 
He cares for me." 
(Carols.) 


Review.—King David knew that God was 
near him for he said, I will fear no evil, for 
thou art with me. King Solomon felt that 
God was near when he worshiped in God's 

temple. 

When people do wrong, they begin to feel 
that God is faraway. That was the way with 
King Rehoboam,—the son of Solomon. He 
was so proud and selfish and answered his 
people so cruelly, that they left him and chose 
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Jeroboam to be their king. ‘Iliere was war 
most of the time between these two kings, 
ust as there have been warsin Europe. Re- 
oboam wanted to win back all the people 
for his kingdom. Jeroboam didn’t want to 
lose those who had made him king. 

Jeroboam set up two golden calves for Is- 
rael to worship, and his people into sin. 
Rehoboam was so busy with om nd that he 
neglected the worship in God’s temple, and 
the people forgot it too. They made idols 
like their neighbors, and seemed: far away 
from their true God, 

This Week's Lesson Story.—It was not a 
happy time for the people, as it had been 
when David and Solomon were kings. 

They were troubled by wars, and their cities 
were destroyed, After a while the grandson 
of Rehoboam became Kimg Asa. Ile was 
good, like King David, and wanted to lead his 
people in right ways, so that they might have 
peace and happiness. 

Note.—Of the many kings of Israel and 
Judah, only Asa and Josiah are presented, 
ten weeks apart, so Asa may be representa- 
tive of several good kings of Judah, each of 
whom tried to put away idolatry and restore 
the temple worship, by gathering the people 
for some religious feast. 

King Asa loved the true God and remem- 
bered his command, Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image—or idol. So he 
took down the idols and prayed to God, say- 
ing, ‘*There is none beside thee to help.’ 
When the king of Egypt came to fight, God 
did help King Asa and gave him the victory. 
He gained camels and cattle and great 
riches. For ten years there was no more 
war. 

One day God’s messenger said to Asa, 
Jehovah is with you while you are with him, 
If you seek him, he will be found of you, 
Your work shall be rewarded, If you for- 
sake him, he will forsake you. The mes- 
senger meant just what our Golden Text 
teaches: Draw nigh (or near) to God and he 
will draw near to you, 

After removing the idols, King Asa mended 
the big altar in front of the porch of the tem- 
ple. He appointed a feast of thanksgiving 
and gathered his people in ——— where 
he made offerings unto the Lord. He knew 
that God was near. 

The people promised to seek the Lord, 
with all their heart and soul. They were so 
happy that there was shouting, and music 
with cornets and trumpets, Just as little 
children love to have mother near, even 
when they are playing, so God’s children 
love to have him near. 

After the Story. —If there is time, continue 
the thought, by developing at least one 
verse of— 


‘* God is always near me, 
Hearing what I say, 
Knowing all my thoughts and deeds, 
All my work and play."’ 
(Carols.) 


Hand-work,—Copy: I will fear no evil, 
for thou art with me. 
CHICAGO, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


YOUNG boy was reared in a home of 
poverty because his father was a drunk- 
ard. When a young lad he grew to 

hate liquor, He saw the sorrow and injus- 
tice thrust upon his mother and the children. 
He realized the brute and wreck that drink 
made of his father. 

He resolved that when he became a man 
he would fight the evil with all his might. He 
struggled through school, and earned his own 
way through college and law school. While 
disgrace is the lot of the father, the son has 
the respect of all who know him. He has 
twice been the mayor of his city, and is now 
serving his second term in his state legisla- 
ture. He is known as a man who exposes 
and uproots evil: a champion for God and 
the right. 

Many of the young men and women who 
do things are not those who have large op- 
portunity, exceptional gifts, favor and ease 
lavished upon them. Unwholesome environ- 
ment, wrong conditions, and limited oppor- 
tunity seem but to challenge these young 
people to right wrongs. Our lesson to-day 
is of just such a young man, who, under 
God, brought about a great revival in the 
kingdom of Judah. 

Review the names, extent, locations, cap- 
itals, and first kings of the divided kingdom. 





Your class cannot afford to be without a 
map, although it may be but a home-made 
one. A good way to get these facts clearl 
in the minds of the Gils would befor exc 
to draw a map, and bring them to you for 
comparison, 

Asa was a young man about twenty years 
of age when he was made king. gee 
some young people think that if they only 
had the opportunities which a young king 
would have they too might do big things. 
The secret is not one of opportunity, but of 
heart purpose. We have witnessed Reho- 
boam and Jeroboam fail, while Asa succeeds 
under far more trying circumstances than 
they had. 

Asa was the third king of Judah, the 
grandson of Rehoboam. either his father 
nor grandfather had been men of whom a 
boy could be proud. His maternal ances- 
tors had been heathen idolaters. Idolatry 
was all about him. But there was also the 
temple, its services, and the Word of God, 
Young Asa, instead of falling in with the 
customs and sins of the people among whom 
he lived resolved not to let them overcome 
him, but to overcome them. 

The morals of the people were declining. 
Under the idol worship prevailing any sin 
could be committed with the sanction of their 

ods. ‘There had been constant warfare. 
fudah was greatly weakened. As Asa was 
returning victoriously after a great battle God 
talked with him through the prophet. What 
had been the secret of Asa’s victory for 
Judah? (14: 11.) 

God in substance said to Asa, Look back 
over the recent history of your nation, God 
has been left out. Misfortunes beset you. 
In your trouble, when you turned to me I 
delivered you from your exterior enemies. 
Now seek me truly. Put away the idols 
which have come between us, the idols of the 
heart. Give me first place. Be courageous. 
I'll be with you and reward you. (8) 

And Asa took God at his word. 
makes the same offer of success to all young 
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Next Week’s Lesson 


Why did God send the drought on Israel? 

Where did the ravens get the bread and 
flesh ? 

What was the secret of Elijah’s power? 

Name some marvelous things God is doing 
for people to-day. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


* 
Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


$6 HY does it get dark at night?’ 
was the first one teacher fired at us. 
** Why, the sun goes down out 

of sight, of course,’’ spoke up Bumps. 

**But what makes the sun set?’’ came 
‘back teacher. 

**The earth turns around,’’ answered 
Carl. 

** Then the sun forsakes the earth because 
the earth forsakes the sun,’’ laughed teacher. 
**Can you see anything like that in the les- 
son?’’ 

Bert found it first, in the last part of verse 
2: “If ye forsake him [God], he will for- 
sake. you.’’ 

Next we had a little review. Fred drew 
on the board the diagram of the kings that 
we had last week, and teacher told how Re- 
hoboam, toward the last of his reign, went 
into idolatry, just like his father before him. 

Fatty answered his home question about 
Abijah, Rehoboam’s son, being king for 
about three years after his father died, and 
letting the people get still farther away from 
God 


I explained that when Abijah died his 
son, Asa, became king, and teacher let me 
finish out the diagram on the board so it 
looked like this: 








God | 


men and women as they start life. Asa | 


had no easy tusk before him. 
may have jeered at him as he began tearing 
down the idols and destroying the sensual 
amusements places. Even’his mother was not 
with him (v. 17). It required courage. It 
requires no courage to do wrong. Any one 
can be a low-down wretch, But it takes a 
real young man or woman with good rich red 
blood to be a Christian. (2) 

To accept God’s offer young people to-day 
have to do just what Asa did, let God un- 
compromisingly reign in their lives; that 
means they must tear down all their idols, 
put. away all their abominations. They 
exist to-day, drinking, carousing, gambling 
(whether for cut-glass or gold), theater, 
cards, dancing, profanity, vulgarity, inmod- 
esty. The moment Christ in truth enters 
our lives these go out just as the old leaves 
fall from the trees in the spring-time when 
the new sap begins to flow through the 
branches. (3) 

Asa may have stood nearly alone at first, 
but when the people began to see that the 
Lord was with him, they fell to him in abun- 
dance. Perhaps you feel if you were to re- 
nounce some evil you would lose all your 
friends. Never fear, friends worth while 
would be with you in numbers beyond your 
dream, Christ can’t be hid. If he lives 
within us others will see him revealed. (4) 

The most natural thing resulted from Asa’s 
stand—a great revival. The people came 
together in great numbers. Big Sunday- 
school conventions and evangelistic services 
are of great inspiration. Very often lives are 
touched at these times as at no other. Ob- 
serve how the people gave ‘‘ unto the Lord.” 
Christ in our hearts always makes us want to 
share what we have with others. 

What a great day it must have been! Can 
we imagine with how great fervor the people 
dedicated themselves to God? Observe that 
it was no half-hearted surrender, *‘ With a// 
their heart, and with a@// their soul, and 
sought him with their whole desire.’’ That’s 
the surrender God delights in, ‘*Christ is 
either Lord of all, or he is not Lord atall,’’ as 
Robert E. Speer says. God has never been 
known to turn a deat ear to those who seek 
him earnestly. 

** All Judah rejoiced.’” We don’t experi- 
ence joy until we turn to God. ‘And the 
Lord gave them rest.’’ Of course he did. 
He always does. What was the end of those 
who would not seek God? (v. 13.) Not only 
a physical death but eternal death awaits all 
those who in this life will not turn to God 


(John 3 : 36). 


His friends | 
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Of course, Asa found things in bad shape. 
The people had turned away from God, aud 
so it was dark in their national life. Mr. 
Mason’ said God hadn’t really turned away 
from them in his heart, any more than the 
sun really turns away from us at night, but 
it was almost the same as if he had, for he 
couldn’t give them many temporal blessings 
while their hearts were closed to his love. 

We talked a while about how our hearts 
may turn away from God if we don’t keep 
close to him by prayer and Bible reading. 
Teacher says there are lots of men now far 
from God who once were active Christians. 
But they got to thinking too much about 
money or fame or pleasure. ‘They made 
these things idols and turned away from God. 

**Well,’’ said teacher, finally, ‘if the 
earth’s turning away from the sun makes 
night, what does its turning on around toward 
the sun again make?’’ 

** Daylight,’’ we all shouted. 

** Anything like that in this lesson?’’ he 
asked. 

So we read him the Golden Text: ‘* Draw 
nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.”’ 
Then teacher explained how a nation or a boy 
can receive God’s favor again through re- 
pentance, 

Bulldog had the question about what re- 
forms Asa carried out in bringing the people 
back to God. He said the main thing was 
to get rid of the old heathen idols they had 
set up and make the people quit worshiping 
them. The Bible calls. them ‘ abomina- 
tions,’’ and Bulldog says he sure would have 
liked to help smash them up. Then Asa 
built up God’s altar that they had let fail to 
pieces, and made them worship there at the 
temple in the right way. 

Mr. Mason says it isn’t enough to enforce 
the law and drive wickedness out. To really 
clean up a city or nation the people must be 
brought to os God. (1) 

That answered Bumps’ question about the 
prophet’s recipe for national prosperity. It 
is godliness. Teacher says ‘a nation that 
forgets God may have a big’ army and navy, 
but in time their own sins will destroy them, 
while a truly righteous nation, that puts God 
first, is safe from ever being overthrown. 

Bert told how the best people of Israel 
flocked down to Judah when they heard of 
Asa’s reforms, and teacher said it is always 
so. When a town goes dry it always gains 
in population of the best kind, because-good 





people want to live in that sort ef a town. 
The people ic loses are the bad ones. (2) 




















LESSON FOR AUG. 22 (2 Chron. 15 : 1-15) 


Carl explained about the big meeting they 
held at Jerusalem, how thousands thou- 
sands in front of the temple, by that 
new altar, and had a real revival. They 
sacrificed and repented of their sins. Then 
they had a reconsecration service, and all 
went home happy. ¢ 

Teacher passed around a stereoscopic pic- 
ture] of Jerusalem. You look right down 
on the part where the temple used to stand, 
and where the big crowd gathered in Asa’s 
day. What a wonderful scene it must have 
been to any one up on the Mount of Olives, 
like we are in the picture. ; 

Fred had the last question ; ** What idols 
ought our country to destroy ?’’ Of course 
he named the m first, because it is the 
mother of nearly all the rest. Then he spoke 
of gambling, cigarettes, Sunday ball games 
and shows, getting rich selfishly, and im- 
purity. 

Teacher said we might call our main idols 
‘* Power,’’ ** Pride,’ and ** Pleasure,’’ and 
any one of them is a very poor thing to wor- 


ship. 

We talked about what wonderful things 
are being done these days to call our nation 
to reconsecration, There are so many great 
revivals, such advance in Sunday-school 
work, especially in men’s organized classes 
that now enroll a million men, so many cities 
that are cleaning up, and so much of the 
United States now dry. 

We all ‘rejoiced in the clean-up and big 
revival in our town, and we are going’ to 
keep right on working for right. 


Questions for next time are : 


Who were kings of Istael during Asa’s 
reign over Judah? 

What kind of a king was Ahab? 

Who was Elijah? 

Why‘ did God send the drought ? 

Where is the brook Cherith ? 

How could ravens feed Elijah ? . 

What blessings came to the widow from 
sharing with Elijah? 

An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 

Lesson Truths: 


et.of backsliding and: its cure. 
Need of seseiving God as wellas putting away 
: evil... aS EE: see ' 
Real prosperity depends on godliness, 
Overthrowing our national idols, 


Beginning. 
The earth turning away from the sun. 
Review. . , 
Questions. 

Why does it get dark at night ? 

Anything like that in the lesson ? 

What kings have we had so far? (Diagram.) 

Who was the second king of Judah ? 

Who was the third king of Judah? (Com- 
plete diagram.) 

What conditions did Asa find? 

Is there danger of our turning from God ? 

How can one get back to God? (Golden 
Text.) 

What reforms did Asa carry out? 

What recipe for national prosperity did a 
prophet give ? 

How did the population of Judah increase ? 

What was the purpose of the gathering at 
Jerusalem ? 

What idols ought our country to destroy ? 

What are some signs that our nation is turn- 
ing to God 

TERRE HAvtE, IND. 





For Family Worship 


By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 











R. THEODORE CUYLER was one 
time describing a model prayer-meet- 
ing, and he spoke of the presence 

there of a man who made his first speech in 
public. The prayer-meeting was throbbing 
with life, as every prayer-meeting should be, 
and the worthy doctor states that in that en- 
livening prayer-meeting ‘‘even a child of 
eight years would have been interested.” 
Not a moment was lost; not a syllable of 
persuasion was needed. One man rose and 
gave a touching account of the scene a few 
evenings before, when he had set up a fam- 
ily altar in his once prayerless home, That 
was his first audible prayer. Will the mem- 
ory of it ever fade from him, think you? 
Never! How far-reaching are the issues of 
such a simple act! To sandwich the day’s 
duties between morning and evening wor- 
ship js the secret of blessing on all who en- 





1 See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 461 in 
this issue. i 


gage therein. The Psalmist said: ‘* Even- 
(Psa. 55 : 17). 


to begin, continue, and en 
God 


erein is su ¢ wisdom ; 
Snthe day with 





August 16 to 22 


Mon.—2 Chron. 15: 1-15. Asa’s Good Reign. 
Under Asa a very deep religious revival 
took place throughout the land, The order 
should seem to be as outlined in verses 8 
and 9. God spake, Asa heard, courage was 
imparted by the Word, evil was put away, 
the altar of the Lord was renewed. 
people rallied around their God-given leader, 
and finally, as stated in the last verse of the 
lesson, rest was imparted. Such is the 
method of: every true revival. Let us put 
from us évery evil thing and he will bless us, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: For many years 
prayer has been ascending to God for a 
world-wide revival, Let us pray to-day for 
this. Pray thatthe church may be cleansed 
and purified of all her worldliness, thereby 
fitted to impress her message upon this age. 


Tues.—2 Chron. 14: 1-15. Asa’s Zeal and Victory. 
When the living God is banished from the 
life what an incongruous rabble of gods 
takes his place. Here are strange gods, ille- 
gal sacrifices, statues, gréves, and sun im- 
ages. Rising from his kneés, Asa, in the 
name of the Lord, launched himself against 
these as well as against the Ethiopians. 
What a rousing battle-cry: ‘* We rely on 
thee, and in thy name are we come ”’ (v. I1). 
We may be assured that if we face all life’s 
foes in that'spirit we shall not be beaten, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for a whole- 
some self-distrust and a daring God-given 
confidence in his power. Prav for courage, 


| enthusiasm, loyalty to God and his cause. 


Seek the blessing of God upon all great re- 
formers as well as upon every effort to make 
this old world a sweeter place to live in, 


Wed.—2 Chron. 16:1-10. Asa’s Error. 

‘How are the mighty’ fallen! It seems 
strvtige that one who in such a remarkable 
prayer had laid hold of God’s power and had 
seen that power put forth upon the enemy 
should “so ‘soon fail in his faith. ‘*The 
power to exercise a present faith in God does 
not conte from the memory of past experi- 
ences.’? There must be daily consecration 
and daily walking in the Spirit: 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the weak 
whoare easily led astray; that strength may 
be given to all young Christians who are ex- 
posed to temptations, Pray that they may 
be able to resist all the subtle approaches of 
the wicked one, 


Thurs.—Isa. 12. Jehovah Our Strength. 

This is a great song of thanksgiving for the 
restored and converted Jews of the latter 
days. It is also the song of all the redeemed, 
‘*Jehovah is ‘our. ,. strength.” The law 
of our physical life is diminishing power, 
waning vitality, dimming eye, slower heart- 
beat, marching to the grave, but from that 
dreary law we can be delivered in regard to 
the true life of our spirit. ‘* They that wait 
for Jehovah shall renew their strength.’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Remember in 
prayer the American Bible Society, the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society, the National 
Bible Society of Scotland, and the efforts of 
all institutions to spread the Word of the 
Lord throughout theworld, Pray that con- 
tinued financial support may be forthcom- 
ing, in order that all such work may extend 
tts borders of usefulness, 


Fri.—Psas. 3and 4. Trust in God. 

These two psalms are evidently a prayer, 
the third being a morning psalm, and the 
fourth an evening one, In the morning 
David is bold to confess that his faith in God 
enabled him to sleep, albeit surrourded by 
his foes. Distrust would have kept him on 
the tiptoe of anxiety. How many of cur 
sleepless hours may be traced to our untrust- 
ing hearts? ‘*They slumber sweetly whom 
faith rocks to sleep.’’ 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Pray that aii be- 
lievers may be saved from fear and distrust 
in time of national danger. That amid the 
distress of nations and the *‘ removing of 
those things that are shaken” there. may be 
no slackening of the faith of Goa’s people in 
his wisdom and grace. 


Set.—Isa. 54: 1i-17. Righteousmess and Peace. 
There can be no peace with God save on 





the basis of righteousness. ‘This is the mes- 
sage of the gospel, that by humble faith in 


ing, and morning, and at noon, will I pray %. 
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Jesus Christ we may be and stand 
before God as righteous ; then there comes 
the inward harmony and peace of heart. 
Jesus is first ‘* King of righteousness, and 
then also King of Salem, which is King of 

ace,’’ and he is King of peace because he 
is King of righteousness. If Christ is ours, 
we are both righteous and peaceful. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Seek grace to en- 
able you to let all your dealings with your 
Sellow-men, be scrupulously righteous, Pray 
to be delivered from any crookedness or 
shady conduct, Earnestly long for and ar- 
dently pray for transparency of character, 
that thereby you ‘* may adorn the doctrine of 
God our Saviour.” 


Sun.—isa. 55. God’s Goodness to Men. 

All that man can need is provided for in 
the promises and provisions of the gospel. 
Is it refreshment and cleansing? ere 
then is ** wazer,”? even the Water of Life, of 
which if an drink he shall never thirst 
again. Is joy our need? Here is ‘* wine’’ 
to make glad the heart of man. A wine in 
which there is no woe. Is it strength and 
support? Then here we have ‘* mi/k,’’ 
typifying the sustaining qualities of the Word 
of Life. Thus have we set forth by the 
goodness of God, life, joy, and satisfaction 
in Christ. Have all the members of our 
household these blessings? 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray that the value 
of souls may be pressed upon the hearts of 
Goa’s people, and that they may show them- 
selves wise to **win"’’ them to Christ. While 
praying think of Brainerd’s great words: 
**I cared not where or how L lived, or what 
hardships I went through, so that I could 
but gain souls for Christ.” 

EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND, 





Children at Home 








The Painted Turtle. 
- By Samuel Scoville, je. 


HE Chief Woodsman was:‘coming home. 
You could tell that because six chil- 
dren, Brownie the dog, and Puffly the 

big Angora cat, were all running, rolling and 
tumbling down the Violet Hill which led to 
the gate. In private life he was called 
Father and Fathy and Fadder and Popsy, 
depending on the age of the caller. Offi- 
cially he was the Chief Woodsman of Went- 
worth Farm, and as such all the children 
had to report to him the news of the different 
wild-folk who lived in the fields and woods 
and brooks. 

To-day the Woodsman had been away 
canoeing in New Jersey. ‘There was always 
an exciting time when he came back from 
that wedge of southland country which seems 
to have been pushed up north, carrying with 
it trees and flowers and snakes which really 
belong hundreds of miles farther south. The 
last time he came in ‘from his New Jersey 
camp he brought back a beautiful brown- 
and-white wriggly pine-snake nearly six feet 
long, which hissed like a steam-engine, but 
never bit. Sometimes it would be orchids 
and pitcher-plants, or sprays of the sweet, 
white wild magnolia and clustérs of that 
curious tall bloom called turkey-beard. 

Once, too, he brought home a pine-swift, 
a funny, gray, prickly lizard, which was 
marked with bright blue underneath, and 
which ran along the ground and up trees like 
a flash. To-day he had a bunch of wine-red 
pixy-moss, starred with little white blossoms 
for mother, and a cluster of the ink-berry, as 
a certain holly with dark, glossy leaves is 
named, and an armful of sweet pink azalea. 
From one pocket stuck out sprays of wild 
ipecac and bunches of the blue bird’s foot 
violet with the dark clouded center, which 
the Woodsman was going to try and make 
grow on the farm. 

It was Trottie who made the first dis- 
covery. 

*“*Ouch,’”? he remarked earnestly, after 
slipping his pudgy hand into one of the many 
pockets of his father’s shooting - jacket, 
**there’s something crawly there.’’ 

**It won’t hurt you,’’ reassured the 
Woodsman, 

Trottie tried again and brought out a 
beautiful little round turtle, which father had 
seen crawling on the yellow sand at the edge 
of Rancocas Creek and flipped into.the canoe 


+ 





with his paddje, Its back was black with a 








border of twenty-five irregularly -shaped-. 
lozenges made by little lines in the shell. 
Inside of this border were eleven large sec 
tions, and down the middle of the back 
itself were three larger still. ‘ 

‘* The top of this fierce reptile, ladies and 
gentlemen,” lectured the Chief Woodsman, 
‘sis scientifically called the ‘carapace,’ and 
the under-shell, which looks like a piece of 
pinky-brown soap, is the ‘plastron.’ You 
see how smooth it is. That shows this turtle 
likes a sandy brook, otherwise the plastron 
would be all scratched and cut up from 
crawling over stones. The name of the 
owner of said carapace and plastfon is 
Painted Turtle, and you see it is just about 
as big around as the palm of my hand.” 

‘Why is it called painted?’’ inquired 
Honey, who always wanted to know, 

** Look,’’ said the Woodsman, turning the 
turtle over. The under-edge of the shell 
was beautifully mottled all the way round in 
vivid red and black. 

** Does he bite?’’ asked Alice, the littlest 
of the lot, 

‘*No,”’ said Father, pulling out the reluc- 
tant little head with its beautiful black ‘and 
gold eyes, and showing her the tiny black 
claws on each foot and the little red-and- 
black tail tucked away under the shell. 

‘*No,’’ said the Chief Woodsman again, 
‘¢ Painted Turtle doesn’t bite, neither does 
Spotted Turtle,’’ and from another pocket 
he pulled out a turtle of about the same size, 
only its black back was covered with bright 
yellow spots, ‘‘ Neitherdoes Muhlenburg’s 
Turtle,’?’ he went on, taking out another 
turtle of about the same size whose carapace 
was black with'dim, reddish blotches, while 
on each side of its head was a vigid orange 
patch. The children shouted delightedly, 

‘* This turtle,’’ said the Woodsman, ‘is a 
rare one and is named after the man that 
first discovered him.’’ 

Then he reached around to another pocket 
which was bulging out— 

‘* This is Turtle Day,’’ he said, and pulled 
out another, as long as his hand, whose thick 
port shell was covered ‘with bright yel- 

ow blotches and had a row of yellow spots 
around its édge... As soon as this last turtle 


i} saw the light it at once pulled shut'a cover 


of shell which fitted close over itshead. ‘The 
upper part of the plastron was hinged like a 
little trap door. 

**It’s all shut up in a box,’’ said Rush,, 
trying in vain to pull back the cover. ! 

**That,’’ said the Woodsman, ‘‘is why it’ 
is called Box Turtle, I found it on my way 
home over in a pasture where I was looking 
for meadow-larks’ nests. First I saw a little 
path stamped through the long grass. I 
knew what that meant and sure enough at 
the end was Mr. Box Turtle.” 

The Chief Woodsman then unbottoned 
the largest pocket of all. ‘* Look out,’’ 
said he, as he shook to the ground a big, ugly 
turtle with a deeply grooved back and a long 
snaky head with a hooked beak. This turtle 
hissed fiercely and did not draw its head in 
as did the others, but opened its beak wide 
and snapped viciously at anything that ap- 
proached it. 

‘¢ This gentle creature,’’ explained father, 
‘*is Snapping Turtle and the only good 
thing about it is its taste. When cooked, 
most people can’t tell it from terrapin. 
This is a true turtle,’”? he went on, “ the 
painted and Muhlenburg and spotted turtles 
are really terrapins and belong to the same 
family as the diamond-back terrapin which 
is so good to eat. Once when I wasa boy,’’ 
reminisced the Chief Woodsman, * eighty 
or ninety years ago, I had a collection of 
twenty-two spotted turtles. Once too,’’ he 
went on, ‘‘in the early spring my brother 
and I caught a big snapping turtle which 
had crawled out of a pond into a little brook. 
We had to hoist it into a wheelbarrow to get 
it home and it weighed thirty-two pounds. 
We ate him and for years and years kept the 
shell for a curiousity. 

‘*Can’t we keep these?’’ begged the chil- 
dren. 

** Well,’’ said the Chief Woodsman, ‘after 
Ihave photographed them, we had better put 
them all in the brook except the box turtle. 
We’ll keep that in the garden and he’ll eat 
worms and insects and a little lettuce once 
in awhile. Then when winter comes on, 
he’ll go underground and come back next 
spring and if you children treat him well, 
he’ll live here for a good many years.”’ 

And that’s how Boxy the Turtle came to 
live in the vegetable garden along with 
Warty, the tame trad. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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THREE 
CROWDS 


Some persons decry the idea of distributing 
specimen copies of The Sunday School Times. 


Some take the matter lightly, thinking it only a 
waste of effort. 





But others,—well, let them speak for them- 
selves : 


**One of your subscribers gave me a sample copy of 
The Sunday School Times yesterday. I am so pleased 
with it that I want it for a year.’""—R. A. Parker, 
Vandalia, Mo. 


‘The few specimen copies of The Sunday School Times 
that have come into my hands have made me feel my 
need of your paper in my work.’'"—W. HA. Stevinson, 
Nobleford, Alta., Canada, 


**This is my second club for The Sunday School Times 
this vear, and is the result of a thoughtful distribution 
of the specimen copies you recently sent me.'’—C. A. 
McGrew, Atlanta, Ga. 


** The Sunday School Times is such a help to me that I 

must try and help some one else to get it. Please send 

a three-weeks’ trial to the following addresses, and I 

will see them later about subscribing.’’— Floyd Roddins, 
Warsaw, Ind. 


‘*Please send me about twelve copies of The Sunday 
School Times for samples. I feel that there are many 
persons here who should have this very valuable paper. 
I will see if I can not get some more to take it.''—/ A. 
Pierce, Greenfield, Iowa. 


To Which Crowd 
Do You Belong ? 


Do you believe that the paper itself is the most 
convincing argument presentable to prove its prac- 
tical value to Sunday-school workers and to establish 
its sufficiency to meet the need of the deeper Chris- 
tian life ? 





We shall count it a privilege to send you upon 
request a sufficient number of specimen copies of 
this or the next issue of The Sunday School Times 
to enable you to hand one to each of your co- 





workers as you tell them about the paper, or if you 
will send us the names of a few possible subscribers, 
we will gladly mail them a three-weeks’ free trial of 





the paper. 


THE 
1031 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Walnut Street, 


TIMES COMPANY 
Philadelphia 


Ask for Book Department Catalogue. 
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sure of the inspiration of men who lived cen- 
turies ago, The proper view of the Old 
Testament, both in regard to its history and 
inspiration, would be decidedly different from 
that set out here. The second lecture is on 
‘** Central Teachings of the New Testament,”’ 
and this is by far the best part of the book, 
though it is impossible to endorse the writer’s 
interpretation of the sacraments as true to 
the New Testament. ‘The third lecture is 
on ** The Christ of History,’’ and deals with 
the modern problem raised by certain forms 
of scholarship, which endeavor to distinguish 
**the Christ of history ’’ from ‘the Jesus of 
the Gospels.’”” The Dean is able to show 
both the truth and the error of the phrase, 
** Back to Christ,’’? and also **the utter im- 
possibility of separating the Jesus of the Gos- 
pels from the Christ of St. Paul.’’ If read 
with constant care and discrimination, the 
thoughtful reader will find much in this little 
work that is suggestive and belpful, though 
it is clear that at the foundation of Dr. Rob- 
inson’s teaching on the Old Testament and 
the sacraments is a view that will not be re- 


garded as true by many students. (Long- 
mans, Green & Co., 50 cents.) 
Practical Mysticism (By Evelyn 


Underhill).—It is a charge often brought 
against mysticism that there is nothing 
distinctively Christian about it, that it does 
not recognize Jesus Christ as the only way of 
approach to the Father, and that it takes its 
origin from pagan thinkers like Plato and 
Plotinus, while it appropriates sayings from 
the Gospels, the Psalms, and the Apostles 
which approach its theory of man’s relation 
to God. There certainly has been in our 
time a rise of a type of mysticism to which 
this charge has pertinence, as among the so- 
called Theosophists. Miss Underhill repre- 
sents it in her book. She quotes, indeed, 
Christian mystics such as Richard of St. Vic- 
tor, Ruisbroek, Teresa, John of the Cross, 
and even Thomas Aquinas, but in no case 
anything distinctively Christian from these. 
She borrows from Christians the language 
| that teaches the personality of God, but at 
| many points is on the edge of an unchristian 
| pantheism, especially when she describes 
| mysticism as contact with reality, and accepts 
Walt Whitman as among its prophets. She 
has already written an introduction to the 
autobiography of Devendrath Tagore, which 
| is distinctly anti-Christian. (Dutton, $1 net.) 


Scofield Bible Study Leaflets (By C. 
I. Scofield, D.D.).—First-hand Bible study 
|—going to the Book itself; definite Bible 
study—centering on a great truth that is vital 
| for life; easy Bible study—accepting God’s 
| Word as final on every subject: these are 
| characteristics of the outlines prepared by Dr. 
Scofield for use in classes and for individual 
study. There are two series of outline studies, 
each consisting of twenty-seven lessons. The 
outlines are printed on leaflets five and one- 
half by eight and one-half inches, and each 
series is also bound in a ‘* Teacher’s Book,’’ 
with blank leaves for notes. Series I deals 
largely with the person and work of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Series II is 
concerned largely with the position and life 
| of believers. ‘The notable conciseness and 
clearness that have made the notes in the 
Scofield Reference Bible so justly famous are 
evident in these outline lessons. Their con- 
venient form and superlative quality as teach- 
ing-helps should win for these leaflets wide- 
spread popularity in this day of Bible study 
revival. (Philadelphia School of the Bible. 
Leaflets, series of 27 lessons for 20 cents, or 
8 cents per dozen for any one _ lesson. 
Teacher’s Book, 25 cents per book). 





The Triumphant Ministry (by the 
Rev. Timothy Kilbourn) is the title of a 
popular and inspiring little volume contain- 
ing five letters which purport to be written 
by a pastor to his personal friend. © The au- 
thor, who assumes the 
Timothy Kilbourn, reveals here the breadth 
of experience, the soundness of judgment, 
the earnestness of purpose, the clearness of 
Spiritual discernment, which he has shown, 
in actual life, to the many who know him. 
The letters discuss, in a style of fascinating 
| familiarity, The Call to the Christian minis- 
| try, The Equipment which is needed, ‘he 
| Tax which is imposed upon body and mind 
and heart, The Fellowship which inspires 
and cheers, and the glorious Goal in the 
saving of souls and the hastening of an age 
to come with the coming King, As Pro- 








nom de plume of | the spiritual realm. 
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fessor Erdman remarks in his Introduction 
to the volume, ‘* This little packet of letters 
presents the claims and attractions of the 
ministry with all the impressiveness of deep 
conviction, and.with all the power of a per- 
sonal appeal,’’? (Westminster Press, 40 cents 
net.) 


Herrick Johnson: An Appreciative 
Memoir (By Charles E. Robinson, D.D.).— 
The late Dr. Herrick Johnson displayed a 
masterly activity in so many parts of our 
country in the service of the Kingdom, and 
was so little restricted by denominational 
lines in his sympathies, that his life by his 
early friend, Dr. Charles E. Robinson, must 
appeal to a wide circle of readers. Dr. 
Robinson has done his work admirably, in 
spite of the weight of years of which he 
complains, He puts before us the impetu- 
ous and chivalrous pulpit and platform ora- 
tor, in whose rush of sympathy and power 
the temperament of his Scandinavian ances- 
tors survived. But especially he portrays 
the consecrated and devoted Christian, 
whose words fell on his hearers with a 
power from on high, because the channel of 
utterance offered so little obstruction to the 
Spirit. He was an especially lovable man, 
patient of the weaknesses of others, helpful 
to all who sought his counsel, and tender in 
the intimate relation of home and friendship. 
(Revell, $1.25 net.) 


The Sunday School Teacher and the 
Program of Jesus (By George H. Trull 
and Jay S. Stowell),—What has been so very 
well done by Mr, Trull for the superinten- 
dent, the school organization, and the mis- 
sionary committee of the Sunday-school, in 
his ** Missionary Methods for Sunday School 
Workers,’’ ** Missionary Programs and In- 
cidents,’’ and ‘* Five Missionary Minutes,’’ 
this book seeks to do for the Sunday-school 
teacher, In the six chapters of this book 
the key to the missionary passion of the 
Sunday-school is found in the teacher’s 
vision of her relation to the Kingdom, her 
world-wide outlook from the standpoint of 
the Bible command, her part as a factor in 
missions in the homeland and abroad, and 
her privilege and duty as a director of 
missionary choices of the members of her 
class, with practical plans of missionary ac- 
tivity. Topics for discussion and a bibli- 
ography are found at the close of each chap- 
ter. (Westminster Press, 50 cents net.) 


The City Institute for Religious 
Teachers (By Walter Scott Athearn),— 
** It is the business of the Church to save boys 
and girls from becoming sinners.’’ ‘The 
whole city must be made to feel that teacher- 
training is serious business; that upon its 
success depends the success of the church ° 
and of Christianity.’’ These quotations 
(italicized as printed) represent, one the doc- 
trinal and the other the educational view-point 
of a little volume which records the princi- 
ples and methods used in a very successful 
city institute in which the author has had the 
leading part. But, beyond this, the book is 
really an admirable and unique presentation 
of the ultra-intellectual view-point of reli- 
gious education. The book will be of serv- 
ice to one who desires a brief but compre- 
hensive view of the modern religious educa- 
tion movement as applied to the Sunday- 
school, and it will also prove suggestive to 
leaders in teacher-training. (University of 
Chicago Press, 75 cents, postage extra.) 


Geographic Influences in Old Testa- 
ment Masterpieces (By Laura H. Wild). 
—Miss Wild’s book is an excellent example 
of the growing appreciation of the influence 
of the Land upon the Book, and thus of the 
importance of the exact agreement of the 
Book with the Land. The author takes her 
start from the thought that the Hebrew 
writers were nature poets, and she is herself 
a most capable and sympathetic interpreter 
of-their poetry. In a sense her book is 
purely a literary study, but her work is so 
admirably done that it lifts that study into 
It is impossible to read 
her glowing descriptions of the Plain of 
Sharon, the heights of Carmel, the strength 
of the hills, and the smell of Lebanon, with- 
out feeling more than ever before the spirit- 
ual impulses of the Hebrew poets. The 


| book does not pretend to be an exhaustive 


study of the subject, but an introduction, an 
illustratign, and an inspiration. As such it 
is unsurpassed, (Ginn & Co., $1.) 


Jesus and Politics (By Harold B. Shep- 
heard, M.A.).—A Christian type of socialism 
is the aim of a.goodly number of writers of 
our time. Mr, Harold B, Shepheard’s 











LESSON FOR AUG. 22 (2 Chron. 1s : 1-15) 


«Jesus and Politics,’’ to which Miss Viola 
D. Scudder of Wellesley College furnishes a 
preface, finds its place here. ‘lhe book has 
some true and beautiful suggestions as to the 
application of our Lord’s teachings to social 
problems. But as an attempt to identify his 
program with a change of external and eco- 
nomic relations, it fails. Right at the outset 
Mr. Shepheard encounters the beatitude, 
‘‘ Blessed are the poor.’? Now socialism 
promises to abolish poverty as a degrading 
and lamentable condition. So Mr, Shep- 
heard labors to show that modern poverty is 
a very different thing from that in Palestine 
in our Lord’s time, and that there is a sort 
of poverty reconcilable even with socialism. 
The truth is that socialism deals with only 
the surface of life, but our Lord with its | 
depths, (Dutton, $1 net.) 


The Successful Sunday School Su- | 
perintendent (By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., 
LL.D.).—Anything from Mr. Wells’ pen 
tingles with interest, and is replete with 
unique and valuable suggestion. In ‘The 
Successful Sunday School Superintendent ”’ 
Mr. Wells has carried into the realm of the 
executive officer of the school the practical 
help that has come from his other books to 
the Sunday-school teacher. So much has 
now been written on Sunday-school admin- 
istration that one looks askance at any new 
production for a reason to justify its exist- 
ence. But the busy, practical Sunday-school 
superintendent will be grateful for this book. 
It is not an attempt at an orderly, scientific 
presentation of the superintendent’s task, It 
is rather an effort to show the various angles 
of his work, and to supply methods that | 
may make him more effective at each angle. 
(Westminster Press, 75 cents net.) 


The Further Evolution of Man (By | 
W.. Hall Calvert, M.D.).— Of the many 
angles at.which the theory of development is 
viewed, that of Dr. W. Hall Calvert is all 
his own.. .He is intensely anti-Darwinian, 
holding that the conflict for existence and 
surwival of'the fittest has no existence, and | 
would explain nothing if it had. Practically 
he rules out heredity as a factor in evolution, 
but slays excessive: stress on environment. 
We are,all naturally good, he thinks, and 
the children of the most degraded are at no 
disadvantage if they be brought up in proper 
surroundings. As for overcrowding the 
world, there are occult laws which regulate 
population and adjust it to economic condi- 
tions. There are in his ‘* Further Evolu- 
tion of Man”? many good things, but the 
author is terribly discursive, and his princi- 
ples are questionable. (Revell, $1 net.) 


The Bible: A General Introduction 
(By Herbert C, Alleman, D.D.).—The Lu- | 
theran. Church has been provided with a 
highly satisfactory Bible section for their 
Advanced Standard Teacher-training course, 
in this book. Dr. Alleman writes as one 
who accepts the Bible as the divinely in- 
spired and unfailing message of God to man, | 
and has given a comprehensive study in lan- 
guage that can be readily understood by the | 
young people of the Sunday-school. One- 
half the book is devoted to Old ‘Testament 
history. . Eight lessons give a helpful view 
of the prophets and their writings. There 
are also .lessons on the New Testament, on 
geography and institutions, and how the 
English Bible came to us. The print is 
clear and the paragraphs well arranged to | 
meet the needs of students. (Lutheran Pub- 
lication Society, $1 net.) | 


The Holy Gospels Opened (By the | 
Rev. J, Stuart Holden, M. A.).—One of the | 
| 

| 

| 








hardest-worked clergymen in London, the 
Rev, J. Stuart Holden, has found time to 
give us a rather unusual book in ‘* The Holy 
Gospels Opened.’’ His familiarity with the | 
needs of his people has suggested a book 
which is not a commentary or even a manual 
of Bible study, but an aid to the daily, devo- | 
tional reading of the four great narratives. | 
He takes from every chapter a single text, 
and dwells briefly upon its lesson for the 
reader. His aim is to prevent our reading 
from being formal and unprofitable. It is } 
remarkable how much of vital truth and 
valuable suggestion he has brought together 
In this way, avoiding platitudes and common; 
place in the process. (Morgan & Scott, 
256d net.) 


The Book Method of Bible Study 
(By William Evans, Ph.D., D.D.).—Among 
the methods of Bible study there are none 
more valuable and fruitful than the study of 
the Bible by books. This little book is in- 
tended as a help in this direction, and by 





means of general suggestions, followed by a 
series of dlestrations from the fourth Gospel, 
the Acts, the Epistles to the Ephesians, Phil- 
ippians, Colossians, Hebrews, the first Epis- 
tle of John, Malachi, and the Revelation, 
the author shows how best to study the Bible 
by books. It ought to provea helpful guide 
to students, They will find here a con- 
densation of some of the best material from 
standard commentaries well and carefully 
arranged, and set out with clearness and 
suggestiveness for their use. (The Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, 50 cents 
net; postage, 6 cents.) 


Roman Catholicism Analyzed (By 
the Rev. J. A. Phillips). —The Methodist 
Church has been the most actively engaged 
in the controversy between Protestantism 
and Roman Catholicism. The Rev. J. A. 
Phillips, who has been a missionary of that 
church in Mexico, gives us ** Roman Ca- 
tholicism Analyzed,’’ to which Bishop Burt 
has furnished a laudatory preface. He 
claims to have given a fair and dispassionate 
discussion of the subject. It is written with 
large knowledge of the points at issue, and 
an evident purpose to get to the sources, 
Its logic seems generally fair and forcible. 
But it cannot be said to be dispassionate in 
the sense in which that word might be applied 
to Dr. George Salmon’s ‘ Infallibility of the 
Church.’’ (Revell, $1.50 net.) 


The Pocket Cyclopedia of Temper-' 


ance (Compiled by the Temperance Society 
of the M. E. Church).—The authors have 
produced a book which presents in concise 
paragraphs the multitudinous phases of the 
liquor problem. ‘The salient facts are treated 
alphabetically, thereby making it easy for 
the reader to find any particular topic in 
which he may be interested. Attention is 
given to the principal incidents in the history 
of temperance reform, and the progress of 
the movement in various states and nations 
is briefly indicated. The authors have 
gleaned the latest and most convincing sta- 
tistics from all available sources and have put 
them in compact form for busy readers, 
(Temperance Society of the M. E. Church, 
‘Topeka, Kansas, 25 cents.) 


The Sunday School at Work (edited 
by John T. Faris, D.D.) has more than jus- 
tified its existence as a view of the Sunday- 
school of to-day and as a compendium of 
information for the busy Sunday-school 
worker who is anxious to conform to the 
best ideals in Sunday-school management 
and efficiency. ‘he several departments of 
Sunday-school organization are presented by 
past-masters in these lines, and Dr. Faris 
has skilfully combined the work of these 
specialists into a vision of the complete mod- 
ern Sunday-school. In this revised edition 
those changes and additions have been made 
which will make this book of still larger 
service to the Sunday-school officer of to-day. 
(Westminster Press, $1.25 net.) 


The Sunday School Building and Its 
Equipment (By Herbert Francis Evans).— 
In thirteen brief chapters and a total of 116 
pages Mr, Evans has packed a wealth of 
suggestion and illustration bearing upon the 


| construction of the Sunday - schoo] to. fit 


modern needs. ‘The book presents a valu- 
able exhibit of plans of nineteen modern 
Sunday-school buildings for the village, sub- 
urban, or city community. ‘The needs of 
Sunday-school construction are presented as 


| related to class-room and department instruc- 


tion, as well as to a proper expression of the 
social and recreational life. ‘The Sunday- 
school as a community center has several 
complete illustrations. (University of Chi- 
cago Press, 75 cents, postage extra.) 

The Sunday School in Action (By 
Charles W. Brewbaker, Ph. D., D.D.).—Dr. 
Brewbaker has brought to the readers of this 


| book his experience as a Sunday-school pas- 
| tor, broad observation through his office as 


General Secretary of Sunday-schools of the 
United Brethren in Christ, a mastering vision 
of the place and opportunity of the Sunday- 
school as a church and world force, and a 
contagious enthusiasm that runs through the 
twenty-eight chapters of this book. The 


| chapters combine inspiration with intensive 


study of the Sunday-school in all its modern 
organization, with special reference to the 
teacher’s work and the school as expressing 
the teaching function of the church. (Otter- 
bein Press, 75 cents postpaid.) 

Christian Citizenship for Girls (by 
Helen Thoburn) is a series of informal talks 


° 


(Continued on next page) 
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The Success of the Church Depends upon 
Woman’s Courage and Co-operation 


And the need for women of ambition, ability and training 
to solve the ever present problems is increasing every day. 
No field of worth-while endeavor abounds in greater in- 
terest or possibilities. Positions of responsibility and service 
await our graduates. 


Our intelligently directed courses thoroughly prepare for 
work in Foreign or. Home Missions and in our local parishes 
as Deaconesses, Church Visitors, Settkement Workers and 
Pastor’s Helpers. 


Curriculum includes complete Bible and Church Study, 
Invalid Cooking, Sewing, Music, Kindergarten Principles, 
ro weeks Hospital Training, etc. Regular two years’ courses 
and special courses. Free scholarships available. A num- 
ber of partial scholarships given by Presbyterian Board of 
Education. Send for Booklet G. 


Philadelphia School for Christian Workers 


of the Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 
Superintendent, REV. JOHN I. BLACKBURN, D.D. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


SCOFIELD BIBLE STUDY LEAFLETS 
The latest work of Dr. C. 1. Scofield 


54 lessons in the great truths of the Scriptures 


Deaconess House, 1122 Spruce Street, ~ - ‘ 











Arranged in 2 series of 27 lessons each—unique—best 
for Bible classes—free from defects of other systems—arranged 
to require first-hand study of the Bible itself. 

The Philadelphia School of the Bible (of which Dr. Scofield 
is président) will'answer (as far as possible) doctrinal ques- 
tions growing out of the study of the leaflets. 
ae Inexpensive Leaflets,:5 4x 8% inches, at 20 cents for 
series of 27 lessons, or 8 cents per dozen of one lesson (not assorted), Send stamped 
self-addressed envelope for samples, 
Teachers’ Books, at 25 cents each, contain 27 lessons (either series), 


PHILADELPHIA SCHOOL OF THE BIBLE 


1720 Arch Street, - - - ° . Philadelphia 














When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 


Can Your do what 3500 Others Have Done? 


Can you succeed where 3500 men 
from every walk in life—from every 
state in the Union, are making big 
money in a new business? 


These are only three AVERAGE 
CASES—not the most remarkable ex- 
amples by any means—taken from our 
new ‘TESTIMONY BOOK. ‘This 
book contains letters from over a hun- 
dred, and there are thirty-five times 
that many more men who have gained 
independence for themselves through 
our course of instructions, 


The Collection Business 


is a money maker for any ambitious 











* $1,721.00 One Month’s 
‘ Commissions 

“My commissions average 
about $270.00 weekly. The 
largest month’s collections were 
$4,700.00, with commissions of 
$1,721.00. I started with noth- 
ing but your lessons, a_ rented 
typewriter, a very small office and 
a great determination to make 
good—and | have.”’—C. /. Wood- 
in, New Haven, Conn. 





$50,000 
Yearly Business 
“‘Started agency in spare time, 
but growth soon compelled exclu- 
sive attention. Have now 70c 


man. You do business with the largest | clients. Collections for year will 
and most successful business houses— |] @ggregate $50,000. Average com- 
they are glad to get the kind of service we | missions 30%. Highly recom- 

t you to give, and all have panty of busi- |mend your system.””’ — £. A. 


ness for the man who can deliver the goods, 





Stanley, Los Angeles, Cad. 





We teach vou the secrets of getting 
the money. We do more—we offer you 
the aid of our established, trained grad- 
uates who form the Co-Operative Bureau 
for exchange of business. ‘hey will help 
you—you will help them. 

Will You 


Investigate ? 


Will you let us lay 
before you the full, 
comprehensive and 
convincing evidence 
—the facts and fig- 
ures showing what 
hundreds have done 
—are doing — what J 
VOU too can do? 


$150.00 Per Week, 
Net Commissions 
“*I have been making in the 
neighborhood of $150.00 per week, 
net commissions, for the past 
eight months. Your system is far 
superior to any competition that 
may be encountered.” — /. J/. 
Purvis, Toronto, Ont. 














eS SSS See a 


INVESTIGATION COUPON 


(Cut or tear off and mail) 





Ww ill you nae this W. A. SHRYER, Pres., American Collection Service 
coupon to-day — 629 State Street, Detroit, Michigan 

NOW? The results , ‘ ae 5 9 Ple: 

of your investiga- want to investigate your proposition. ease send me 


without charge or obligation your Pointers on the 


tion will please—will 
: Li Collection Business, telling me how to get a real start. 


h 

' 

I 

: i 

astonish — will cer- 7 
tainly Convince 

you. i 

' 

| 

U 


W. A. SHRYER, Pres., 


AMERICAN COLLECTION SERVICE 
629 State St., Detroit, Mich. 
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468 
Books Worth Knowing 


(Continued from preceding page) 


to girls in their teens. It aims to give the 
girl a realization of her responsibilities in 
Christ’s kingdom ; to help her find her work 
and realize her personal equipment, and to 
help her solve life’s problems, The book 
deals with conditions as girls know them, 
and contains story illustrations that appeal. 
But best of all, it contains nany suggestive 
questions which make the book exceptionally 
well adapted for use with groups of girls in 
clubs or classes. With the book is issued a 
pamphlet, “ Suggestions to Leaders’’ (10 
cents), which contains ideas for the treat- 
ment of the book as a text-book and assign- 
ments for individual preparation, (National 
Board of the Y. W. C. A., New York, 25 
cents. ) 


A School Bible Atlas (By B. V. Darbi- 
shire).—This is a convenient atlas for Bible 
study, in which the list of maps seems so 
complete that one is tempted to expect them 
to contain every geographical name found 
in connection with Bible study. Perhaps no 
better handy atlas exists, but the limitations 
of the small atlas become at once apparent, 
when, of fourteen names taken at random, 
only seven were found here. It is discour- 
aging to realize that the Bible atlas that is of 
convenient size is for that reason of incon- 
venientincompleteness. ‘This is not a criticism 
of this one, but a reminder to the reader that 
if he wishes completeness he must be content 
to use a large atlas. ‘hose who wish a small 
one will find this excellent. (Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, 40 cents net.) 


The Present World Situation (by 
John R. Mott) is mainly a report of lectures 
delivered at Boston University and Ilarvard. 
The significance and urgency of the situation, 
the openness and responsiveness of the non- 
Christian world, the need of missionary 
statesmanship, Christianizing the impact of 
unchristian aspects of Occidental civiliza- 
tion, ensuring closer missionary co-operation 
and unity, with resulting possibilities, and 
the place of desirable emphasis,—spirituality 
and intercession,—are forcefully presented, 
though in too abstract and concise a manner 
to attract the interest of any except thought- 
ful readers. They will find it a convincing, 
dynamic clarion call, (Student Volunteer 
Movement, $1 net.) 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, August 22, 1915 


A Basis of Sound Belief: Why and 
How to Get It. (1 Pet. 3 : 13-16.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—The reason why (John 17 : 1-3). 
‘LUEs.—The good of it (2 ‘lim. 3 : 15-17). 
WrD.—The Bible (Rev. 22 : 14-21) 


‘THUkS.—Christ’s teaching (John re: 44- 
50). 

Frt.—By meditation (1 ‘Tim, 4 : 12-16). 

Sav.—By spiritual growth (1 Cor. 2 : 6-16). 











Bible foundations—how to secure them ? 
What bocks help you to understand the 
;riptures ? 

hy is it important to believe truth and re- 
tterror? 


OR some years men discredited the im- 
portance of belief. ‘*Creeds’’ were 
| spoken of with reproach, ‘*It does 
Dt matter what men think,’’ it was said, 
It only matters what they do and how they 
live.”’ ‘**It does not know creed, ’’ saida 
speaker at the dedication of a certain kind 
of Christian institution, ‘* but upon charactet 
it puts tremendous emphasis.’’ Whethet 
men had ‘sound belief’’ was regarded as a 
matter of secondary consequence. 


“ 


The interesting thing is that apart 
from religion no one thought this way. No 
one was saying in meclanics or electricity ot 
navigation, **Of course it doesn’t matter 


what men think in this matter. All that is 


needed is that a man should be sincere.”’ 
On the other hand, if a man did not have 
accurate opinion and sound belief he was 
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simply thrown out. Right thinking was a 
first and indispensable and essential thing. 
% 

Happily in religion we do not all need to 
reason out a whole theology just as we do 
not all need to be expert electricians in order 
to use and enjoy electricity, But what could 
any one do with electricity who did not be- 
lieve that it existed or could do anything, 
who had not put it in his house and arranged 
to make use of it, who so far as he thought 
of it at all, did not think correctly? And 
so far as we are going to do anything with 
religion we must do some thinking about it 
and our thinking must be right thinking, 

% 

The great religious truths about which 
each of us needs to think and to think right 
are not numerous, Jesus made his gospel 
very simple, He simply asked men to come 
to him and to trust him and to follow him 
and to think the truth about him,  ‘ Be- 
lieve in God; believe also in me.’’ That is 
a good full creed. 


The one great central truth about which 
we need to have clear and solid conviction 
is the deity of Christ. ‘*Whom say ye 
that Tam ?’’ asked Jesus. ‘* What think ye 
of Christ?’’ If we have any doubts on this 
question we ought to have them resolved 
for us. Some good books to read are Bush- 
nell's **Character of Jesus forbidding his 
possible classification with men,’’ Simp- 
son’s ‘**The Fact of Christ.’’ Young’s 
**The Christ of History.’’ Ulmann’s ‘* The 
Sinlessness of Christ.’’ Gordon’s ‘* The 
Christ of To-Day.”’ 


There would be more clear and positive 
facts in the Bible and the truths of the Bible 
if there were more Bible study. If men 
looked at the Bible and at 
reflected in the Bible they would see the 
truths about it and them far more clearly. 
All that is necessary to prove to one’s self 
the divinity of the Bible is to try to live it. 
And the best evidence of our Lord's deity is 
just our Lord himself gazed upan, 

“ 

Weak conviction does not carry very far. 
Tt is the men of strong belief who are will- 
ing to act strongly and who cah convince 
men, : 

When men say that a man’s opinions are 
of no cohsequencé we may justifiably treat 
their opinion according to their own princi- 
ple. 

The Christian can say both, ‘*I know 
whom I have believed,’’ and ‘I believe 
whom I have known.”’ 

The truth is a matter of thought and of 
will and of action. We must hunt it in each 
of these aspects of its character. 

New York Ciry. 


al 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


286. What men sat seven days and seven 
nights on the ground without speaking 
a word ? 

287. Who was the first foreign missionary 
mentioned in the Bible? 

288. Who hid a dead man in the sand, but 
could not hide his killing? 

289. Name three men in the Bible who did. 
their best work after they were octo- 
genarians, 

290. On what mountain did a shepherd re- 
ceive a wonderful mission and a prophet 
in after years learn a great lesson, and 
who were the shepherd and the prophet? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 

281. ‘Tyre (Ezek. 26 : 4,5); Nineveh (Zeph. 
2: 13-15); Babylon (Jer. 51 : 37, 43). 

282. ‘The great prophetic city of the Jews 
which they shall build after the restora- 
tion (Ezek. 48 : 35). 

283. The war-horses of the Chaldeans (Hab. 
1 : 6-8). 

284. Samson (Judg. 16 : 21), and Zedekiah 
the king of Judah (Jer. 52 : rr). 

285. Jeremiah wrote all the evils that should! 
come upon Babylon in a book, and the 
book was sunk in the middle of the 
Euphrates River (Jer. §1 : 60-64). 

PHILADELPHIA, 


themselves as | 
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ARE YOU ARMED ?- 
HAVE YOU AMMUNITION ? 


The nations of Europe now at war are calling for more great 
“guns and more destructive ammunition. A great gun is worth more 
than 2 regiment of men, and one high-explosive shell will put a com- 
' pany of men out of action. 


Bible Study by Correspondence 


Is the only way by which many Christians can get the great guns 
and the destructive shells for their warfare, and the 


Moody Bible Institute of Chicago 


Is now providing eight courses of study that have been tested and 
proven worth while. 





The majority of these courses is Bible study, the remaining courses 
being on methods of Christian work and allied subjects. 


The Scofield Bible Correspondence Course 


Is now owned and controlled by the Moody Bible Institute, and is the most 
comprehensive course ever prepared for correspondence work. 





If you are within reach of the mails these courses can be taken in your 
homes, more than 2,300 students now taking them. 1,190 new students en- 
rolled in the last ten months. 


Full information will be sent on application to the 


Correspondence Department 


The Moody Bible Institute 


153-163 Institute Place, Chicago, Ilinois 
of the Bible Teachers 


(The School of Theology Training School 


In this School of Theology the courses of study extend through three years. 
curriculum has been framed with the college graduate in mind. 

In accordanceygwith the organizing principle of the School as a whole, the basis of training is direct, 
intensive, and comprehensive study of the Bible in the mother-tongue. However, the curriculum in- 
cludes a due proportion of study in the usual correlated departments of theological training. 

Of the 1,327 required hours in the School of ‘Theology, 558, or a little less than one-half, are devoted 

[samy mae | Bible study. In addition to the required hours, 197 hours must be 
ours In all. 








The Biblio-centric 


to direct, systematic, 
elected, making 1,524 

Condensation and effectiveness in presentation have been carefully studied, so that the enlarged 
place given to Bible study may not impair the efficiency of other disciplines. 

Some of the lecturers on Homiletics are: Dr. D. J. Burrell, Dr. J. H. Jowett, Dr. C. L. Goodell, 
Dr. J. M. Farrar, and Dr, Cornelius Woelfkin. 

Graduates are nowin the ministry of over twelve denominations. 

In addition to the School of ‘Theology this institution, conducts the following: The School of Re- 
ligious Pedagogy, with a course of three years; the School of Missions, with a course of two years ; and 
the School for Bible ‘Teachers, with a course of two years. In these schools, also, college training or its 
equivalent is required for entrance. 

Send for the new catalogue to the President 


BIBLE TEACHERS TRAINING SCHOOL, - - 541 Lexington Avenue, NEW YORK * 


THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY TRAINING SCHOOL 


CONDUCTED BY THE 


Woman’s American Baptist Home Mission Society 
2969 Vernon Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 

A residential school for the special preparation of young women for Home and Foreign 
Mission fields, pastors’ assistants and church workers. Instruction is given in The Old 
and New Testament Church History and Administration, Christian Missions (Home and 
Foreign), Sunday School Pedagogy, Preparation for Public Addresses, Sociology, Personal 
Work, Industrial Arts, Domestic Science, in Medical, Physical, Vocal Culture, Music 
and Kindergarten. A three-year diploma course for High School graduates. A two- 
year course has been outlined for graduates of colleges. A special course—one year— 
in Home-making for young women who expect to remain at home. Pastors of Chicago 
Baptist Churches and eminent professors and instructors from well-known educational 
institutions assist the resident faculty of eight experts. 


Write for 1915 catalog. Warren P. Behan, Ph.D., President. 


HARTFORD 


Through these associated schools Hartford offers ample 
training, both scholarly and practical, tor the Christian 
ministry ; meets the present demand for trained lay 
workers in church, Sunday-school and social service ; 




















W. Douglas Mackenzie 


President 


Theological Seminary 
Dean, M. W. JACOBUS 


: school of Religious Pedagogy 
Déan, E. H. KNIGHT 


Kennedy School of Missions 
Secretary, E. W. CAPEN 


and gives special missionary preparation for the foreign 
field. Each of these schools has its independent faculty 
and its own institutional life, but together they form one 
interdenominational institution with the unity of a com- 
mon aim and spirit. 














